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The Ongoing Work of Christ
Rev. Charles R. Biggs

     Is the work of Christ finished?  Jesus said on the cross, “It is finished.”  But is Christ still working?

     The work of Christ on behalf of his people has been finished in regard to his once and for all atonement on behalf of his people, his resurrection from the dead on the third day, and in his ascension to the right hand of the Father.  This foundational part of Christ’s work in his life of fulfilling the law of God, of propitiating God’s wrath by laying down his life upon the cross, taking upon himself the wrath of God, and his taking away our sins has been accomplished once and for all.  One way of saying this is that Christ’s redemption of the elect has been accomplished (historia salutis), but the benefits of his redemption will continually be applied in time to his elect, by his Spirit until he returns and all things are renewed (ordo salutis).  
Dr. Richard B. Gaffin says, “The work of Christ (soteriology) is seen both from accomplishment, completed in history, and the application of redemption.”  And in another place he says, “We make a distinction between ordo salutis and historia salutis, which are Christ’s accomplished work in redemptive-history (historia) and its on-going application to the individual (ordo).  The work of Christ is now of a completed character- - comprehensive and once for all distinguished from the on-going appropriation of the benefits of his redemption in a personal and individual sense.”  So redemption in the work of Christ has been accomplished, and we must remember when Jesus completed his work on the cross, he cried out “It is finished!” (John 19:30). 
In understanding this, we must always understand that the work of Christ in redemption has been completely accomplished, but the benefits of this work of redemption are applied to his people individually throughout history.

     Because the Father was pleased with the perfect work of Christ in his humiliation, he has raised him from the dead, and seated him at his right hand (Phil. 2:6-11).  In this state of exaltation, Christ received the promised Spirit from the Father and poured out the promised Spirit on the Day of Pentecost (Acts 2:16ff); Christ is forever the God-Man and represents his people before God the Father as our Advocate before the throne because of his finished work (1 John 2:1).  Christ is also interceding on behalf of his people which is a benefit of Christ’s once and for all accomplished work in his life, death, resurrection and ascension (Romans 8:34; Hebrews 4:14-16; 7:25).  
Because Christ’s people are God’s workmanship and being conformed into the image of Christ, the benefits of Christ’s one work of redemption is continually applied to them in order to make them more like Christ because they are in union with him in all the aspects of his work: incarnation, crucifixion, death, resurrection, and ascension (Phil. 2:12-13; 2 Cor. 3:6ff; Heb. 2:10ff; Gal. 2:20; Col. 3:1-4, et al.).  Believers partake of Christ’s righteousness, holiness and redemption by being “in Christ” (1 Cor. 1:30).

     The Holy Spirit applies the completed work of Christ to all of the elect throughout all of redemptive-history until he returns.  The work of Christ becomes effectual by faith when the Father regenerates the heart of man and he repents and believes upon Christ.  This means that in this on-going application of the work of Christ, the Spirit applies all of the benefits of his accomplished redemption, and the Father unites believers to Christ in His effectual calling.  The bond which hold believers in Christ is the Holy Spirit. 
     Therefore, we are to recognize the two aspects of the one finished work of Christ: the once and for all accomplishment of the plan of salvation and the on-going application of the benefits of that one completed work.  What we must understand as Christians that who we are truly “in Christ”, or united to Christ by faith, is because of the once and for all work of Christ in his life, death, resurrection, and ascension, and applied to us by the Holy Spirit.  
This is the eschatological, “already-not yet” dimension of the believer’s full salvation purchased by Christ.  Christ in the fullness of times came and fulfilled the plan of salvation to purchase a people for himself, so that he might reconcile the elect to God and God would be their God and they would be his people.  We have been made alive, regenerated, justified, we are being sanctified NOW, but we will one day be fully glorified; we will shall be as he is when Christ shall appear (1 John 3:1-3).
     Christ as ascended Lord is ruling all of creation and his people by the Spirit and his Word.  So we must understand that while certain aspects of Christ’s work have been accomplished, there is an ongoing application of this work to believers by faith as his people await his return.  
As the author to the Hebrews says concerning the completed work of Christ and the hope that is to come: “For Christ has entered, not into a sanctuary made with hands, a copy of the true one, but into heaven itself, now to appear in the presence of God on our behalf…he has appeared once for all at the end of the age to put away sin by the sacrifice of himself.  And just as it is appointed for men to die once, and after that comes judgment, so Christ, having been offered once to bear the sins of many, will appear a second time, not to deal with sin but to save those who are eagerly waiting for him” (Heb. 9:24,26-28).
     All of the redemptive benefits that believers have received are only because Christ has accomplished and finished the plan of salvation and purchased our redemption.  In this sense, the work of Christ is finished; his work is sufficient and powerful to save.  As he rules presently and throughout eternity, this work will never have to be done again- -just because Christ’s work has been accomplished.  However, he is presently prophet, priest and king forever just because of his finished work and in this sense, he is still ruling his people, interceding on their behalf, making know his word to his people, and the Spirit is applying all the benefits of his redemption.  So we must distinguish between the historia salutis and the ordo salutis in order that we may clearly understand that Christ’s work is the great and glorious eschatological work of the God-Man.
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