    Word of Encouragement 
JOHN 12: “The Hour Has Come…”: A Fragrant Offering and Sacrifice

Introduction

In our passage from John 12, we want to focus on Mary’s sacrificial offering in love to Jesus and how that informs the rest of the chapter.  In fact, this sacrificial offering of love to Jesus helps us to understand Jesus’ fragrant offering and sacrifice in being lifted up on the cross, and our own fragrant offering and sacrifice as his disciple-followers in our daily picking up our cross and following Jesus.

Remember the time, or setting of this passage has been stated, an important point in the Gospel of John:

John 11:55-57: Now the Passover of the Jews was at hand, and many went up from the country to Jerusalem before the Passover to purify themselves. 56 They were looking for Jesus and saying to one another as they stood in the temple, "What do you think? That he will not come to the feast at all?" 57 Now the chief priests and the Pharisees had given orders that if anyone knew where he was, he should let them know, so that they might arrest him.

“The Passover of the Jews was at hand.”  Lazarus has just been raised and the yearly Passover is about to be celebrated.  The Passover was the time when the sacrifice for sin was made for the people of Israel.  This is important to understand this entire chapter.

The time of Passover was the time of the yearly sacrifice for sins.  The place of the sacrifice was the Temple. Mary pours out expensive perfume to offer up to Christ a fragrant offering and costly sacrifice.  Jesus in light of the Gentiles coming to faith in him (12:20-26), says his “hour has come” for the Son of Man to be glorified in sacrifice, and then he tells his disciples the importance of the offering and sacrifice they must make in following him as his disciples (12:25-26).

John 12

John 12:1 Six days before the Passover, Jesus therefore came to Bethany, where Lazarus was, whom Jesus had raised from the dead. 2 So they gave a dinner for him there. Martha served, and Lazarus was one of those reclining with him at the table. 3 Mary therefore took a pound of expensive ointment made from pure nard, and anointed the feet of Jesus and wiped his feet with her hair. The house was filled with the fragrance of the perfume. 4 But Judas Iscariot, one of his disciples (he who was about to betray him), said, 5 "Why was this ointment not sold for three hundred denarii and given to the poor?" 6 He said this, not because he cared about the poor, but because he was a thief, and having charge of the moneybag he used to help himself to what was put into it. 7 Jesus said, "Leave her alone, so that she may keep it for the day of my burial. 8 The poor you always have with you, but you do not always have me." 9 When the large crowd of the Jews learned that Jesus was there, they came, not only on account of him but also to see Lazarus, whom he had raised from the dead. 10 So the chief priests made plans to put Lazarus to death as well, 11 because on account of him many of the Jews were going away and believing in Jesus. 12 The next day the large crowd that had come to the feast heard that Jesus was coming to Jerusalem. 13 So they took branches of palm trees and went out to meet him, crying out, "Hosanna! Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord, even the King of Israel!" 14 And Jesus found a young donkey and sat on it, just as it is written, 15 "Fear not, daughter of Zion; behold, your king is coming, sitting on a donkey's colt!" 16 His disciples did not understand these things at first, but when Jesus was glorified, then they remembered that these things had been written about him and had been done to him. 17 The crowd that had been with him when he called Lazarus out of the tomb and raised him from the dead continued to bear witness. 18 The reason why the crowd went to meet him was that they heard he had done this sign. 19 So the Pharisees said to one another, "You see that you are gaining nothing. Look, the world has gone after him." 20 Now among those who went up to worship at the feast were some Greeks. 21 So these came to Philip, who was from Bethsaida in Galilee, and asked him, "Sir, we wish to see Jesus." 22 Philip went and told Andrew; Andrew and Philip went and told Jesus. 23 And Jesus answered them, "The hour has come for the Son of Man to be glorified. 24 Truly, truly, I say to you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth and dies, it remains alone; but if it dies, it bears much fruit. 25 Whoever loves his life loses it, and whoever hates his life in this world will keep it for eternal life. 26 If anyone serves me, he must follow me; and where I am, there will my servant be also. If anyone serves me, the Father will honor him. 27 "Now is my soul troubled. And what shall I say? 'Father, save me from this hour'? But for this purpose I have come to this hour. 28 Father, glorify your name." Then a voice came from heaven: "I have glorified it, and I will glorify it again." 29 The crowd that stood there and heard it said that it had thundered. Others said, "An angel has spoken to him." 30 Jesus answered, "This voice has come for your sake, not mine. 31 Now is the judgment of this world; now will the ruler of this world be cast out. 32 And I, when I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all people to myself." 33 He said this to show by what kind of death he was going to die. 34 So the crowd answered him, "We have heard from the Law that the Christ remains forever. How can you say that the Son of Man must be lifted up? Who is this Son of Man?" 35 So Jesus said to them, "The light is among you for a little while longer. Walk while you have the light, lest darkness overtake you. The one who walks in the darkness does not know where he is going. 36 While you have the light, believe in the light, that you may become sons of light." When Jesus had said these things, he departed and hid himself from them. 37 Though he had done so many signs before them, they still did not believe in him, 38 so that the word spoken by the prophet Isaiah might be fulfilled: "Lord, who has believed what he heard from us, and to whom has the arm of the Lord been revealed?" 39 Therefore they could not believe. For again Isaiah said, 40 "He has blinded their eyes and hardened their heart, lest they see with their eyes, and understand with their heart, and turn, and I would heal them." 41 Isaiah said these things because he saw his glory and spoke of him. 42 Nevertheless, many even of the authorities believed in him, but for fear of the Pharisees they did not confess it, so that they would not be put out of the synagogue; 43 for they loved the glory that comes from man more than the glory that comes from God. 44 And Jesus cried out and said, "Whoever believes in me, believes not in me but in him who sent me. 45 And whoever sees me sees him who sent me. 46 I have come into the world as light, so that whoever believes in me may not remain in darkness. 47 If anyone hears my words and does not keep them, I do not judge him; for I did not come to judge the world but to save the world. 48 The one who rejects me and does not receive my words has a judge; the word that I have spoken will judge him on the last day. 49 For I have not spoken on my own authority, but the Father who sent me has himself given me a commandment- what to say and what to speak. 50 And I know that his commandment is eternal life. What I say, therefore, I say as the Father has told me."
In our study today, we will look at 1) the “Hour of Anointing- Mary’s Fragrant Offering and Sacrifice to Jesus”; 2) the “Hour of Glorification- Jesus’ Fragrant Offering and Sacrifice to God”; 3) the “Hour of Preparation- the Disciples’ Fragrant Offering and Sacrifice to Jesus”; and 4) the “Stench of Selfishness and Unbelief”.

I. Hour of Anointinq- Mary’s Fragrant Offering and Sacrifice to Jesus (cf. Mark 14:3-9)

This was a costly sacrifice for Mary to make!  She anoints Jesus, rubbing his feet in humble devotion and service to him, using something costly and valuable to her family that would have been a year’s wages.

Think about it.  The pure nard from India costs 300 denarii (one denarius = one day’s labor/ 300 denarii = a year’s salary).  

Think of what you make in salary for a year.  Would you be willing to sacrifice this to Jesus in one sitting, in one act of devotion?

For many in this world, a year’s wages is also the savings of a lifetime.  Not many can actually save up a year’s wages- - very few. So, this was not only Mary’s costly offering and sacrifice to Jesus, it was worth a lifetime of her savings!  Pliny, the Roman Historian distinguishes between ordinary nard (spikenard) that is worth 10 denarii and “expensive” nard that is worth 300, or to be exact 310 denarii!  The Apostle John tells us in verse 3 this was “pure nard”- -that is, the expensive stuff!  This was Mary’s fragrant offering and sacrifice in worship to Jesus!

 How much would you give to Jesus Christ out of love and sacrifice for what he has done for you?  Mary worships and adores Jesus gratefully for raising her brother Lazarus from the dead, do you worship him because he has raised you by faith and seated you with Christ in the Heavenly Places (Eph. 2:4-10; Col. 3:1-4)?  This scene of humble devotion sets the theme for the remainder of the chapter.  For in John 12:25-26, 

Jesus will ask his disciples for the most costly thing of all- -the thing most dear to us all: OUR LIVES!

John 12:25-26: Whoever loves his life loses it, and whoever hates his life in this world will keep it for eternal life. 26 If anyone serves me, he must follow me; and where I am, there will my servant be also. If anyone serves me, the Father will honor him.

What we give in devotion and worship to Jesus now is directly proportionate to how much we love him.

Loving God and Robbing God

Think about this: If you don’t tithe, or give with a grateful heart (and remember God loves a grateful and cheerful giver- 2 Corinthians 9:7), you are showing tangibly how much worth God is to you.  Let me explain.  If you don’t give to God your time, talents and tithes, that which he gives to you so that you might ultimately glorify him, you would not give up your life either!  And giving up one’s life is how Jesus defines true discipleship! (cf. Matt. 10:37; Luke 9:23; John 15:13).

Jesus calls for our lives as His disciples.  Therefore he says trust me with all you have and I will prove my faithfulness to you!

This is exactly what God promises in Malachi 3 from the Old Covenant when he speaks to his people:

Malachi 3:8-10: Will man rob God? Yet you are robbing me. But you say, 'How have we robbed you?' In your tithes and contributions. 9 You are cursed with a curse, for you are robbing me, the whole nation of you. 10 Bring the full tithes into the storehouse, that there may be food in my house. And thereby put me to the test, says the LORD of hosts, if I will not open the windows of heaven for you and pour down for you a blessing until there is no more need.

Mary’s humble and faithful adoration of Jesus is juxtaposed by Judas, the thief.  This is a true study in true and false discipleship.  There is a redemptive-historical picture, or echo of Malachi 3 in this passage; disciples who give to God out of gratitude and those so-called disciples who steal from God.  Remember our passage from John 12:4-6-

But Judas Iscariot, one of his disciples (he who was about to betray him), said, 5 "Why was this ointment not sold for three hundred denarii and given to the poor?" 6 He said this, not because he cared about the poor, but because he was a thief, and having charge of the moneybag he used to help himself to what was put into it.

Jesus asks for pure devotion, regardless of cost- from Mary.  It is not that Jesus is not concerned for the poor, but it is at this time before it is “dark” (cf. 12:35-36), that Mary desires to anoint her majesty and King by showing him pure sacrificial service to him.
D. A. Carson in his excellent commentary on the Gospel of John says in light of Judas’ comment about the poor: 
“If self-righteous piety sometimes snuffs out genuine compassion, it must also be admitted, with shame, that social activism, even that which meets real needs, sometimes masks a spirit that knows nothing of worship and adoration.”

Mary did not know all she was doing at the time in preparing Jesus’ body for burial- -she would know much more in hindsight.  It is the same with all the disciples.  Mary gives her all and Judas sells his all for thirty pieces of silver!  Mary pours her lifetime of savings and Judas gives up the only One who can give him true life. Mary prepares Jesus for death and Judas betrays Jesus to the death!

The True Fragrance of Faith
Think about this beautiful fragrance that wafted through the room.  John 12:4 says:

“Mary therefore took a pound of expensive ointment made from pure nard, and anointed the feet of Jesus and wiped his feet with her hair. The house was filled with the fragrance of the perfume.”

The fragrance Mary anointed Jesus with was not only expensive, but the smell and enjoyment of precious and perfumed fragrances were rare in the Ancient Near East.  Ancient cultures were surrounded by stench in the streets, graveyards, and dumps constantly.  There was the smell of animals, as well as animal refuse in the streets.  There were no advanced sewer systems, and the streets were dirty with scum.  

Yet- - Fragrance- - something precious, rare and pleasing to the nostrils- - filled the room where Jesus was reclining and being worshiped by Mary!

Fragrance also jars our memories.  The place where the people would have smelt this type of fragrant offering would have been in the Temple of God where fragrant offerings of incense were offered, mingled with the blood of bulls and goats so that God would be glorified and his wrath satisfied with an offering of sacrifice in the place of the sinful people!

In 2 Chronicles 2:4 and 13:11 we read of the sacrifices in the Temple of incense and fragrant offerings:

2 Chronicles 2:4 Behold, I am about to build a house for the name of the LORD my God and dedicate it to him for the burning of incense of sweet spices before him, and for the regular arrangement of the showbread, and for burnt offerings morning and evening, on the Sabbaths and the new moons and the appointed feasts of the LORD our God, as ordained forever for Israel.
2 Chronicles 13:11 They offer to the LORD every morning and every evening burnt offerings and incense of sweet spices, set out the showbread on the table of pure gold, and care for the golden lampstand that its lamps may burn every evening. For we keep the charge of the LORD our God, but you have forsaken him.

Think of the fact that the Ancient Near East did not have malls with perfume counters and men and women awaiting to assault you with a “sample” of the latest perfume or cologne.  Think of how our memories are jarred by a certain smell: the smell of someone’s home, a fragrant candle associated with an event, a certain perfume worn by someone special.  When we smell, we think of the person or event and it causes our memories to spring to life.

The place where these people would have smelled this fragrance would have been the temple.  In God’s amazing grace, he stoops to give his disciples in the room that day an olfactory preparation for Jesus’ fragrant offering and sacrifice for sinners!  

In the Temple, particularly on the altar of God in the Most Holy Place, was a constant mingling of fragrant offerings and blood.  Both of these pleasing in the nostrils of God!  They were fragrances that reminded God of his covenant promises sealed in his own blood and the love for his people as he gave his only Son to die for sinners.

For in Jesus Christ, the altar of God is found in his very body.  For in Christ’s fragrant and perfumed body, he lays down his life on the cross, where blood for sinners mingles with the sacrificial offering of Mary!  What Grace!

In a few days, Jesus the True Temple of God and altar of God (cf. John 2:19ff), would have perfumed fragrance still lingering because of Mary’s sacrificial offering, and this fragrance would be mingled with his own blood as he died for sinners when he would be raised up on the cross.

What Do You Value the Most?
What do you give up of value for this precious and wonderful Savior?  I didn’t ask you what you give him that is convenient for, and plentiful to you!  What is your fragrant offering and sacrifice?  Remember, when Jesus met the rich young ruler, Jesus challenges him to give everything to Jesus not as a legalistic-works related salvation, but in light of Who Jesus is and out of gratitude, worship and service to him.

However, the rich young ruler had much and did not want to sacrifice to him!  Read this carefully if you are a wealthy American (and all Americans are wealthy by the world’s economic standards).  We must careful about this and heed Jesus’ words.  The implication being if we would not part with our possessions, then we would never love him enough to give up our lives!  Remember the rich young ruler who comes to Jesus?

Mark 10:17-27: And as he was setting out on his journey, a man ran up and knelt before him and asked him, "Good Teacher, what must I do to inherit eternal life?" 18 And Jesus said to him, "Why do you call me good? No one is good except God alone. 19 You know the commandments: 'Do not murder, Do not commit adultery, Do not steal, Do not bear false witness, Do not defraud, Honor your father and mother.'" 20 And he said to him, "Teacher, all these I have kept from my youth." 21 And Jesus, looking at him, loved him, and said to him, "You lack one thing: go, sell all that you have and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; and come, follow me." 
22 Disheartened by the saying, he went away sorrowful, for he had great possessions. 23 And Jesus looked around and said to his disciples, "How difficult it will be for those who have wealth to enter the kingdom of God!" 24 And the disciples were amazed at his words. But Jesus said to them again, "Children, how difficult it is to enter the kingdom of God! 25 It is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for a rich person to enter the kingdom of God." 26 And they were exceedingly astonished, and said to him, "Then who can be saved?" 27 Jesus looked at them and said, "With man it is impossible, but not with God. For all things are possible with God."

How much we are willing to sacrifice in this world is an indicator of how much we love or hate our own lives.  It is also a telling indicator of our willingness or unwillingness to sacrifice possessions, and teaches us whether we are in reality willing or unwilling to sacrifice our lives for Jesus!

The Apostle Paul tells us that the greatest sacrifice we can make is the sacrificial and pleasing offering of our bodies:

Romans 12:1: I appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship.

The Apostle Paul also teaches us in the second letter to the Church at Corinth that our very lives are a fragrant offering of the gospel of Jesus Christ (perhaps Paul had this incident in the life of Jesus in mind, since Jesus said in another context that this sacrificial offering would be remembered wherever the gospel is preached, cf. Mark 14:3-9).

2 Corinthians 2:14-16: But thanks be to God, who in Christ always leads us in triumphal procession, and through us spreads the fragrance of the knowledge of him everywhere. 15 For we are the aroma of Christ to God among those who are being saved and among those who are perishing, 16 to one a fragrance from death to death, to the other a fragrance from life to life. Who is sufficient for these things?

We as Christ’s disciples, as we reflect his glory, spread the “fragrance of the knowledge of Him everywhere”!

To some we are the aroma of life; to other unbelieving and perishing like Judas and the Jewish leaders, we are the stench of death because we remind them of the judgment of God to come (cf. John 12:46-48).

II. Hour of Glorification: Jesus’ Fragrant Offering Sacrifice for Sinners

“The hour has come for the Son of Man to be glorified” Why? Signal from God that the Greeks/Gentiles are coming to faith in him (cf. Zechariah 9:9-14).  Pay particular attention to Zechariah 9:10 where peace is offered in Jerusalem to all nations, fulfilling Zechariah’s prophecy!
Zechariah 9:9-14: Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion! Shout aloud, O daughter of Jerusalem! behold, your king is coming to you; righteous and having salvation is he, humble and mounted on a donkey, on a colt, the foal of a donkey. 10 I will cut off the chariot from Ephraim and the war horse from Jerusalem; and the battle bow shall be cut off, and he shall speak peace to the nations; his rule shall be from sea to sea, and from the River to the ends of the earth. 11 As for you also, because of the blood of my covenant with you, I will set your prisoners free from the waterless pit.

“Time is On His Side”

Jesus had brought peace to the nations (for the exegesis of the “Hosannas” and Jesus’ triumphant entry into Jerusalem, see John 12 study “Hosannas!” and High Expectations: http://www.aplacefortruth.org/woe).

Notice the use of “Hour” in John up to now: John 2:4; 4:21, 23; 7:30 (“not yet”)…Has now come…(12:23, 27; 13:1; 17:1)…Jesus’ hour of glorification.  Time indicators in John’s Gospel are not literal time as we measure it.  Meaning “hour” is not merely 60 minutes.  Rather, “hour” is an eschatological time indicator that Jesus’ time of humiliation and exaltation has come to full revelation as he approaches the cross.

[Note: This study of time would also help us in understanding John’s use of time in the Book of Revelation.  If time does not mean literal time in John’s Gospel, then it might cause us to rethink whether 1000 years, and certain days in the Book of Revelation should be taken as literal indicators of time as we measure it today!].
Why glory since he is going to the cross to be “lifted up”? Jesus shows us a pattern in his own life of service (more in John 13-16).  Jesus must die in order to live; Jesus must be lifted up so that he might draw others unto him; Jesus the Son of Man must suffer and be humiliated in death in order to be raised and seated at God’s right hand and glorified.
This is why in James, he says to rejoice and consider it joy when we suffer and go through tribulations, because ultimately we are being identified with Christ in his life, sufferings and death.  And the Author to the Hebrews says with regard to Christ’s sufferings something that may take us by surprise:

Hebrews 5:7-10: In the days of his flesh, Jesus offered up prayers and supplications, with loud cries and tears, to him who was able to save him from death, and he was heard because of his reverence. 8 Although he was a son, he learned obedience through what he suffered. 
9 And being made perfect, he became the source of eternal salvation to all who obey him, 10 being designated by God a high priest after the order of Melchizedek.
In some mysterious way, Jesus’ suffering “completed him” in his humanity, with regards to his role as our Great and Perfect High Priest.  In our being identified with him, it also conforms us to his likeness and so we rejoice!

We see the glory of Jesus revealed in both his sufferings and his exaltation in Isaiah’s Servant Song of Messiah:

Isaiah 52:13: Behold, my servant shall act wisely; he shall be high and lifted up, and shall be exalted.

Glory in Humility and Exaltation!
We must understand that in the person of Jesus Christ, in his life, death, resurrection and ascension, humble suffering and death merge with exalted resurrection and glory.  

The “glory” that Jesus speaks about is all that he does for his people in his death and suffering as well as in his resurrection-exaltation.

This is encouraging for his people as well.  For the pattern of suffering, death, then resurrection and glory is our path as his disciples too!  

Self-less service is to be the way of the cross: suffering and humiliation in this world, then glorification with Christ.

Notice the pattern of the Apostle Paul in Philippians 3:8-14:

Philippians 3:8 Indeed, I count everything as loss because of the surpassing worth of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake I have suffered the loss of all things and count them as rubbish, in order that I may gain Christ 9 and be found in him, not having a righteousness of my own that comes from the law, but that which comes through faith in Christ, the righteousness from God that depends on faith- 10 that I may know him and the power of his resurrection, and may share his sufferings, becoming like him in his death, 11 that by any means possible I may attain the resurrection from the dead. 12 Not that I have already obtained this or am already perfect, but I press on to make it my own, because Christ Jesus has made me his own. 13 Brothers, I do not consider that I have made it my own. But one thing I do: forgetting what lies behind and straining forward to what lies ahead, 14 I press on toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus.

Christ Draws All to Himself
If Christ is lifted up, he promises to draw “all to himself” (John 12:32).  This points us to the universality of the grace of the Lord Jesus.  It does not imply all of the people in the world.  It does not imply that Jesus’ redemption on the cross was for all men.  It means that all of those for whom he died.  When the Jewish teachers say: “Look! The whole world has gone after him!” in John 12:19, they mean more than they say of course, but the whole world does not mean in their mind every single person.

Nowhere in John’s Gospel does the “all” or “the world” with regard to Jesus’ redemption mean every single person.  Rather, it means “every, tribe, tongue, and people”, or everyone throughout the world for whom Jesus died (cf. 1 John 2:2; Revelation 7:7-17 for two other uses of John and how it means universality with regard to God’s grace or redemption in Christ).

III. Hour of Preparation: The Disciples’ Fragrant Offering and Sacrifice for Jesus

Christ Prepares His Disciples for Their Fragrant Offering and Sacrifice

In light of Jesus’ fragrant offering and sacrifice of being lifted up, he now prepares his disciples to follow their Master as true disciples.  He says to them: “If you love your life, you will lose it.” 

The principle of Jesus’ discipleship: Die, in order that you will live; live (without me), and you will die (v. 25).

A “life and death” attitude should characterize Christ’s true disciples.  The real “purpose driven life” is a “Person of Christ” driven life ! (to read more about the “Person of Christ-Driven Life”, go to www.APlaceforTruth.org/studies).  

His life for our life; His death so that we can die with him; His resurrection so we can be raised with him; His glory so that we will one day be glorified with him.

Our reflection on his glory in His Person and Work helps us as his disciples to give up our lives more and more each day in a fragrant offering and sacrifice to him- - and this truly glorifies the Risen Christ!

Jesus says: “If anyone serves me, he must follow me; and where I am, there will my servant be also. If anyone serves me, the Father will honor him.” (John 12:26)

D. A. Carson: “Self must be displaced by another; the endless, shameless focus on self must be displaced by focus on Jesus Christ, who is the supreme revelation of God.”

God Prepares Jesus for His Fragrant Offering and Sacrifice

Now Jesus must face the horror of death as his friend Lazarus has already experienced (v. 27).  Jesus says “Now is my soul troubled/agitated/full of anxiety and revulsion.  Jesus must face the death, the curse of God that all of mankind have suffered up to this point in history because of sin.

Jesus is literally praying and fulfilling the Psalms in the passage.  In Psalm 6 we read:

O LORD, rebuke me not in your anger, nor discipline me in your wrath. 2 Be gracious to me, O LORD, for I am languishing; heal me, O LORD, for my bones are troubled. 3 My soul also is greatly troubled. But you, O LORD- how long? 4 Turn, O LORD, deliver my life; save me for the sake of your steadfast love. 5 For in death there is no remembrance of you; in Sheol who will give you praise? 6 I am weary with my moaning; every night I flood my bed with tears; I drench my couch with my weeping. 7 My eye wastes away because of grief; it grows weak because of all my foes. 8 Depart from me, all you workers of evil, for the LORD has heard the sound of my weeping. 9 The LORD has heard my plea; the LORD accepts my prayer. 10 All my enemies shall be ashamed and greatly troubled; they shall turn back and be put to shame in a moment.

In light of this Psalm, the Great Psalm-Singer, Jesus himself then prays a simple prayer to his Father: “Father, glorify your name.” (12:28)

God himself must face death!  Jesus does not pray: “Father, save me from this hour!” (12:27), although that was his temptation that he resisted by God’s grace.  Rather, he prays for the Father to be glorified.  And God the Father answers and encourages Jesus: “I have glorified it, and I will glorify it again.”  In this statement we see God’s preparing Jesus for death, but we also see again the merging of humble suffering in the life of Jesus, and the death and resurrection as part of God “glorifying his name” and the future glorification of it!

The voice from heaven (like at Jesus’ baptism and his transfiguration) not reported in John’s gospel.

IV. The Stench of Selfishness and Unbelief

It is paradoxical how Jesus says that if you want to save your life, you must lose it.  So also in his work, in order to destroy and defeat the works of the Devil (Hebrews 2:14ff), he must first be apparently destroyed and defeated by him!  In the passion-death/exaltation of Jesus, the Evil One’s power of death over man is destroyed.

Christ enthroned, Satan dethroned- - but a time of coming darkness until Jesus returns, pictured in Revelation 12 where Christ’s disciple-followers will face persecution and threats from the Satan/Serpent/Dragon.  He tried to snuff out Abraham’s SEED in Christ, he was unsuccessful.  So now he threatens to snuff out through unbelief those who are part of Christ’s SEED in the covenantal community of Christ’s Church!  (But we know that the gates of hell will never prevail!).  

Read Revelation 12 carefully to see the spiritual warfare in heavenly places and the earthly reality that is battled by faith and victory in Jesus’ resurrection victory and exaltation:

Revelation 12:10-17: And I heard a loud voice in heaven, saying, "Now the salvation and the power and the kingdom of our God and the authority of his Christ have come, for the accuser of our brothers has been thrown down, who accuses them day and night before our God. 11 And they have conquered him by the blood of the Lamb and by the word of their testimony, for they loved not their lives even unto death. 12 Therefore, rejoice, O heavens and you who dwell in them! But woe to you, O earth and sea, for the devil has come down to you in great wrath, because he knows that his time is short!" 13 And when the dragon saw that he had been thrown down to the earth, he pursued the woman who had given birth to the male child. 14 But the woman was given the two wings of the great eagle so that she might fly from the serpent into the wilderness, to the place where she is to be nourished for a time, and times, and half a time. 15 The serpent poured water like a river out of his mouth after the woman, to sweep her away with a flood. 16 But the earth came to the help of the woman, and the earth opened its mouth and swallowed the river that the dragon had poured from his mouth. 17 Then the dragon became furious with the woman and went off to make war on the rest of her offspring, on those who keep the commandments of God and hold to the testimony of Jesus. And he stood on the sand of the sea.
Jesus is lifted up!

Jesus is “Lifted up” (on the cross) and “Lifted up” (in glorification).  Jesus’ being lifted up has two meanings.  He is to be lifted up on the cross, and then lifted up in his glorification.  As he told the disciples in John 10: “I have the power/authority to lay down my life and power/authority to raise it up again.”  Jesus also will draw all men from the cross and from heaven!

But there was still much unbelief in Israel.  As we started with the time of the Passover and the place of the sacrifice being in the Temple, so we should end there as well.  Jesus now withdraws from his public ministry!  There will not be a break in the special revelation of God to general revelation and Jesus will take special revelation privately, as it were, to teach his disciples (the content of John 13-17).

In this act of the privatization of special revelation, Jesus proleptically judges unbelieving Israel and walks away from the Temple, showing that the time of the Temple has now ended and the glory of God in the Person of Jesus has departed permanently from it.

And on this Passover, Jesus will be the fragrant offering and final Passover sacrifice who will lay down his life for his sheep, for his own!  And when Jesus lays down his life and is lifted up upon the cross, the veil to the Temple will be ripped showing that a new entry into the Most Holy Place is through Jesus Christ himself!

Jesus is condemning Israel for unbelief, receiving believing Gentiles, and preparing his disciples to be sent out into the world with the gospel being identified with Jesus both in his sufferings and in his exaltation.

We began our study with Mary’s fragrant offering and sacrifice to Jesus.  Then Jesus spoke of his own fragrant offering and sacrifice of himself.  Then Jesus taught his disciples of their fragrant offering and sacrifice of giving up their very lives as disciples to follow him.

And we today are encouraged in light of this, to offer up our own fragrant offering and sacrifice to Jesus by giving him our lives!  Judas kept his life and lost it.  Many in Israel who had the benefit of God’s Word and Special Revelation (Rom. 9:1-6), rejected Messiah-Jesus in their unbelief, put him to death as God had foreordained to happen (Acts 4:26ff), and the Jews eventually lost their place and their nation, which was the very thing they feared would happen (John 11:48).

Ironically, it was the judgment of God that caused the Israelites to lose their place, the Temple, and their nation for they did not believe in the Word of Jesus, and so it judged them.  As Jesus says at the end of John 12:

John 12:46-50: “I have come into the world as light, so that whoever believes in me may not remain in darkness. 47 If anyone hears my words and does not keep them, I do not judge him; for I did not come to judge the world but to save the world. 48 The one who rejects me and does not receive my words has a judge; the word that I have spoken will judge him on the last day. 49 For I have not spoken on my own authority, but the Father who sent me has himself given me a commandment- what to say and what to speak. 50 And I know that his commandment is eternal life. What I say, therefore, I say as the Father has told me."
As Isaiah was sent to Israel, but they had no ears to hear, so Jesus was sent to Israel and they had not ears to hear (Isaiah 6; John 12:37-41).  Now Jesus sends his disciples to Israel again to preach the good news of the fragrant offering and sacrifice of Christ, but many will not have ears to hear!

Jesus makes those who believe his Temple-Servants, who offer fragrant offerings and the sacrifice of their lives as they pick up their cross daily to follow him and go wherever he shall call and lead.

Thanks be to God for God’s fragrant offering and sacrifice in his only begotten Son, so that we who believe on him shall never perish in death, but have eternal life in his presence!  On the Last Day, when Christ returns, there will be a great stench of unbelief all on the earth as the Armies of Heaven led by Jesus Christ destroy the unbelievers who are trespassing on God’s earth.  There will be a foul stench as dead bodies are gouged by the birds of the air and these will be raised to appear before the Judgment Seat of Christ to be judged “guilty of sin” against God Almighty and will forever live in eternal stench and smell as they die the agony of eternal torment.  Read and weep if you are an unbeliever!  Repent for the Day of the LORD is near!

Revelation 19:14-21: And the armies of heaven, arrayed in fine linen, white and pure, were following him on white horses. 15 From his mouth comes a sharp sword with which to strike down the nations, and he will rule them with a rod of iron. He will tread the winepress of the fury of the wrath of God the Almighty. 16 On his robe and on his thigh he has a name written, King of kings and Lord of lords. 17 Then I saw an angel standing in the sun, and with a loud voice he called to all the birds that fly directly overhead, 
"Come, gather for the great supper of God, 18 to eat the flesh of kings, the flesh of captains, the flesh of mighty men, the flesh of horses and their riders, and the flesh of all men, both free and slave, both small and great."

19 And I saw the beast and the kings of the earth with their armies gathered to make war against him who was sitting on the horse and against his army. 20 And the beast was captured, and with it the false prophet who in its presence had done the signs by which he deceived those who had received the mark of the beast and those who worshiped its image. These two were thrown alive into the lake of fire that burns with sulfur. 21 And the rest were slain by the sword that came from the mouth of him who was sitting on the horse, and all the birds were gorged with their flesh.
John 20:31 says that the Apostle John wrote these things so that you will believe upon the Lord Jesus Christ and find life in him. Do you have the fragrance of faith that leads to life with Jesus, or the stench of unbelief that leads to death apart from God?
The “hour has come” for you too!  Offer up to God, because of what Jesus has done for you, a fragrant offering and sacrifice to the Lamb who sits upon the throne!

Soli Deo Gloria!



Passion Week Meditations:
Hosannas! And High Expectations
Rev. Charles R. Biggs
 

This Palm Sunday, let your cry of "Hosanna!" become your joyful shout of "Maranatha!"
 

Introduction
Expectations.  How many times have your expectations of others gotten you into big trouble and disappointment?!  You had high expectations of another, yet when that person did not live up to your expectations you grumbled, felt anger, were discouraged, and decided that you would think twice about expecting anything from someone again.  We all become disillusioned (and oftentimes demanding!) when we have expectations of others and they do not come through.  

 

This is even true of our expectations of God.  Sometimes, in God's mysterious providence, he does what he knows to be best for us, yet we do not understand (Romans 8:28).  We have expectations that we think God should live up to, but we have yet to begin to understand that God's ways are so much higher than our ways!  
 

God works all things out for our good, for our best, yet we fail to trust his thoughts and ways and remember that even our highest expectations that we have of God, if different from his will, are never high enough!
Isaiah 55:8-9: For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways, declares the LORD. 9 For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways and my thoughts than your thoughts.

Remember, as the Apostle Paul teaches, that 
 

"No eye has seen, nor ear heard, neither has it entered into the heart of man what God has prepared for those who love him."  
 

We should be cautious of placing high expectations on others, but when it comes to God, I think we need to be reminded that our so-called "high expectations" are never high enough!  

Today, we shall look at the high expectations of the crowd when Jesus rode on a donkey into Jerusalem in John 12:12-23, and how these high expectations were simply not high enough.
  

John 12:12-23: The next day the large crowd that had come to the feast heard that Jesus was coming to Jerusalem. 13 So they took branches of palm trees and went out to meet him, crying out, 
"Hosanna! Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord, even the King of Israel!" 14 And Jesus found a young donkey and sat on it, just as it is written, 15 "Fear not, daughter of Zion; behold, your king is coming, sitting on a donkey's colt!"
16 His disciples did not understand these things at first, but when Jesus was glorified, then they remembered that these things had been written about him and had been done to him. 17 The crowd that had been with him when he called Lazarus out of the tomb and raised him from the dead continued to bear witness. 18 The reason why the crowd went to meet him was that they heard he had done this sign. 19 So the Pharisees said to one another, "You see that you are gaining nothing. Look, the world has gone after him." 20 Now among those who went up to worship at the feast were some Greeks. 21 So these came to Philip, who was from Bethsaida in Galilee, and asked him, "Sir, we wish to see Jesus." 22 Philip went and told Andrew; Andrew and Philip went and told Jesus. 23 And Jesus answered them, "The hour has come for the Son of Man to be glorified.
 
Back from the Dead
Jesus had healed Lazarus.  Jesus had truly given back life to a man who had been defeated by death (John 11:17ff).  He had called him forth with the power of a divine command, "Lazarus, Come forth!" - - and Lazarus came forth alive.  Many in the crowd placed their hopes in this life-giver.  In fact, because of what Jesus had done in the resurrection of Lazarus, man of the Jews were believing in Jesus (John 12:11).
The crowds had high expectations for what this Jesus could do for the people!  The crowd who had witnessed and heard about Lazarus thought that this must be Messiah.  This Jesus must be the one we have been awaiting, the One to deliver us from Roman rule and oppression!  The crowd had very high expectations of Jesus.  The crowds were right that Jesus was a Messiah-King, but his Messiah-Kingship was not of this world- - and this they did not fully understand.
 

"Hosanna!"- Blessed is He Who Comes In the Name of the LORD!
When the crowd heard Jesus was coming to Jerusalem, they went to meet him, proclaiming "Hosanna! Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord, even the King of Israel!" (12:18).  The term, or cry of praise known as "Hosanna!" means: "Save us O LORD!"  
 

This was a prayer of the Old Covenant people of God as they awaited God to provide their ultimate salvation and redemption in the Messiah-King.  We hear this prayer in one of the Psalms known as the "Hallel", or "Praise Psalms" sung at the Feast of Tabernacles and at Passover (these include Psalms 113-118):
 

Psalm 118:25-26: " Save us, we pray, O LORD! O LORD, we pray, give us success! Blessed is he who comes in the name of the LORD! We bless you from the house of the LORD.
The crowds apparently thought that if Jesus could raise the dead, heal the sick and give sight to the blind, he must be the long expected Messiah who could deliver the people from Roman rule and oppression.  And what a wonderful time to do it!  It was Passover, and many people had come from miles around for the yearly sacrifice offering for the sins of the people!  The crowds would make Jesus king and he would rescue Israel and rule over all of the nations.

Because of the people’s high expectations of Jesus, they paved his way with palm branches, singing Psalm 118 to him as he rode on the humble colt of a donkey.

 

Despite the crowd's high expectations however, Jesus was riding the colt of a donkey into Jerusalem so that he might lay down his life for his people, and die as the final Passover sacrifice that year.  Even though Jesus had given life to Lazarus, he was now going to offer up himself, to be raised up in a death on a cross.  Jesus had come to lay down his life for the sins of his people and to offer peace and reconciliation with His Father.

Jesus' Bloody Coronation
Jesus loved his people so much that he was willing to die for sins in Jerusalem, to ride a humble donkey into Zion, so that he might overthrow the great spiritual powers of this world in his being lifted up.  Jesus had come to deliver men from bondage to sin rather than those in bondage to Rome.
 

Jesus' ride up to Jerusalem was not his coronation as an earthly king.  He was never crowned king in Jerusalem.  
Rather, Jesus' bloody coronation, crowned with a crown of thorns would occur when he was lifted up on the cross to die for sinners and be proclaimed the Heavenly King Who rules over all creation!
 

Although Jesus was going to his death, he described what he was about to do in his laying down his life as the "hour for the Son of Man to be glorified" (12:23).  God-fearing Greeks (in contrast to the Pharisees who were plotting to take his life, 11:45-57) had come to Jesus, revealing to all that the time had now come for all of the world to be drawn to the Son of Man by faith.  Jesus comes in the Name of the LORD to bless all of the nations and offer peace and reconciliation with God His Father.
When the people in the crowd sang "Hosanna!" to the Lord as he rode, and declared him their King, they did not know fully at that time that they were celebrating the True King who was going to be lifted up and crucified in order that he might be glorified in his resurrection and ascension.  Jesus would take the throne and receive the glory that belonged to him since the foundation of the world (John 17:3), and he would draw both Jews and Gentiles unto himself!
 

All these things the Apostles did not fully understand at the time (John 12:16), but they remembered later when the Holy Spirit came to them after Jesus had been glorified.  So many things in Jesus' ministry were better understood, as Jesus said that they would be in John 16:12:
 

"Many things I have yet to say to you, but you cannot bear them now."
 

"Rejoice Greatly, O Daughter of Zion!"
One of the things that is better understood by us today is that the expectations of the crowd were not too high, but too low.  This was indeed the Messiah, the King who would reign over heaven and earth and draw all nations to himself.  As the Prophet Zechariah had prophesied about Jesus the Messiah:

Zechariah 9:9-10: Rejoice greatly, O Daughter of Zion! Shout, Daughter of Jerusalem! See, your king comes to you, righteous and having salvation, gentle and riding on a donkey, on a colt, the foal of a donkey.  I will take away the chariots from Ephraim and the war-horses from Jerusalem, and the battle bow will be broken. He will proclaim peace to the nations. His rule will extend from sea to sea and from the River to the ends of the earth.” As for you also, because of the blood of my covenant with you, I will set your prisoners free from the waterless pit.

The crowd thought he was a mere political messiah who would deliver the people from mere earthly threats, but Jesus exceeded all expectations!

Notice three important truths about this passage from Zechariah: 1) Jesus is King and comes on a gentle colt of a donkey.  2) Jesus will proclaim peace to the nations. 3) Jesus' blood will be the seal of God's covenant with his people.  The crowd's expectations were simply not high enough!
 

The context of this passage in John 12 helps us to see Jesus as the One who acts out, or fulfills the prophecy from Zechariah.  1) Jesus comes into Jerusalem on the colt of a donkey, righteous and having salvation for all those who believe: 
"Look, the world has gone after him" (John 12:19)
 

2) Jesus proclaims peace to the "Daughter of Zion", but also to the nations, particularly the Greeks in this passage: 
 

"Sir, we wish to see Jesus." (John 12:21)
 

3) Jesus' blood will be the seal of God's covenant with his people, the payment and propitiation for the sins of covenant-breakers who believe: 
 

"I, when I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all people to myself."
He said this to show by what kind of death he was going to die (John 12:33)
 

Jesus came gently and humbly and with peace to destroy the power of death, hell, and the devil so that those who believe upon the Son of Man may be saved, reconciled to God, become part of a New Creation, and one day inherit the earth, reigning with Jesus the Almighty King!  Jesus comes on a donkey so that those who are in rebellion against God Almighty might lay down their weapons and surrender to His terms of peace!
Yet, those who came just to see Jesus perform another miracle, or do another sign, those who had high expectations for him to be a mere political Messiah, did not accept Jesus' terms of peace (John 12:9, 18)!  
 

From "Hosanna!" to "Crucify Him!"
In fact, many of those in the crowd who yelled "Hosanna!" that day as Jesus rode into Jerusalem would later become disillusioned and demand he be put to death. These people would yell "Crucify Him!" in just a matter of days, because Jesus did not live up to their mere earthly expectations and hopes.  

 

The crowd's expectations of Jesus were not high enough and so because God did not live up to their expectations- - their own will- -they crowned Jesus with thorns, actually fulfilling the purposes of God above and beyond what they could have ever imagined!
Through Jesus' death, he was highly exalted above all rule, power and dominion, and every name that can be named not only in this present age, but also in the age to come.  The Apostle Paul writes in Ephesians:

Ephesians 1:19-23: [That you may know] what is the immeasurable greatness of his power toward us who believe, according to the working of his great might 20 that he worked in Christ when he raised him from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly places, 21 far above all rule and authority and power and dominion, and above every name that is named, not only in this age but also in the one to come. 22 And he put all things under his feet and gave him as head over all things to the church, 23 which is his body, the fullness of him who fills all in all.

We can truly say as Christians: "Hosanna! Blessed is He who comes in the name of the LORD!" because of what Jesus has done for those he loves through his death!  With extremely high expectations we can live by His Spirit knowing that He will indeed return for us, but the next time on a great white charger (Rev. 19:11-16) and he will judge the world for sin!  Right now he offers peace for both Jews and Gentiles, but on that Day, he will judge all of the world!

Revelation 19:11-21: Then I saw heaven opened, and behold, a white horse! The one sitting on it is called Faithful and True, and in righteousness he judges and makes war. 12 His eyes are like a flame of fire, and on his head are many diadems, and he has a name written that no one knows but himself. 13 He is clothed in a robe dipped in blood, and the name by which he is called is The Word of God. 14 And the armies of heaven, arrayed in fine linen, white and pure, were following him on white horses. 15 From his mouth comes a sharp sword with which to strike down the nations, and he will rule them with a rod of iron. He will tread the winepress of the fury of the wrath of God the Almighty. 16 On his robe and on his thigh he has a name written, King of kings and Lord of lords. 17 Then I saw an angel standing in the sun, and with a loud voice he called to all the birds that fly directly overhead, "Come, gather for the great supper of God, 18 to eat the flesh of kings, the flesh of captains, the flesh of mighty men, the flesh of horses and their riders, and the flesh of all men, both free and slave, both small and great." 19 And I saw the beast and the kings of the earth with their armies gathered to make war against him who was sitting on the horse and against his army. 20 And the beast was captured, and with it the false prophet who in its presence had done the signs by which he deceived those who had received the mark of the beast and those who worshiped its image. These two were thrown alive into the lake of fire that burns with sulfur. 21 And the rest were slain by the sword that came from the mouth of him who was sitting on the horse, and all the birds were gorged with their flesh. 

A Time for Peace...A Time for War
This is the time of peace as Jesus offers himself as the One meek and lowly (Matt. 11:28-30).  When he returns it will be too late.  Repent now and avoid the terrible wrath of God Almighty that will be upon all of those who rebel against this great and mighty King Jesus!  
 

We live in a time the Apostle Paul refers to as the "Day of Salvation" (2 Cor. 6:1-2), a time of patience that should be characterized by our repentance (2 Peter 3:9ff).  This is the time of Jesus' proclamation of peace on a donkey's colt, but when he returns it will be a time of Jesus' proclamation of wrath and judgment on a great white war horse!  As the Book of Ecclesiastes reminds us all:
"[There is ] a time to love, and a time to hate; a time for war, and a time for peace."
In the passage from Revelation above, notice the similarities to the Zechariah 9 passage- - and the dissimilarities that mean an end to  God's patience!  1) Jesus rides on a white war horse rather than a donkey's colt.  2) Jesus in righteousness does not offer salvation, but judges and makes war and treads the winepress of the Almighty God's fury and wrath (Rev. 19:11, 16).  3) Jesus' robe is dipped in covenantal blood (Rev. 19:13) that was shed for the purification of his people and to covenantal cleanse them from their sins (Rev. 19:14).
 

Notice the additional revelation that Revelation gives to us as well concerning our Majestic and Awesome Returning King.  He comes this second time as the full revelation of the Incarnate Word of God- - the glorified God-Man Who is the Great King!  So we say: 
 

"Hosanna! Blessed is He Who Comes in the Name of the LORD Who is Faithful and True!" "Hosanna! Blessed is He Who Comes in the Name of the LORD Who is the Word of God!"  "Hosanna! Blessed is He Who Comes in the Name of the LORD Who is the King of kings and Lord of lords!"
Christ's name is "Faithful and True", He is the Word of God, and He is the King of kings and Lord of lords- -  and he will deliver his saints completely from sin, death, the devil, and the miseries of this present age.  
 

From "Hosanna!" to "Maranatha!"
When he returns we shall not escort him into Jerusalem laying down palm branches and shouting "Hosanna!", but he will call us up to be with with a cry of command, with the voice of an archangel, and with the sound of the trumpet of God(1 Thess. 4:16, 17), and he will escort us into the New Jerusalem saying "Well done my good and faithful servant, enter into the joy of your master!"
God's ways are truly higher than our ways.  We should never be demanding of our Gracious God, but should always allow Him to fulfill our expectations in a way that will glorify Him and be for our good!

 

So, are your expectations too high?  Or perhaps, they are too low!  With God all things are possible!  Do you believe? 

This Palm Sunday make sure you know King Jesus, the Prince of Peace.  On this Palm Sunday believe that all authority in heaven and on earth has been given to King Jesus and therefore submit to his rule and repent of your rebellion laying down your pride and whatever else is keeping you from bowing to him in humility!  Do this now before it is too late!
 

And Christians remember: Palm Sunday has taken on new significance now that our Heavenly King and Prince of Peace has sat down at God's right hand!  We no longer say: "Hosanna! Blessed is He Who Comes in the Name of the LORD"-  -for He has come and sat down.  Rather, we now say: "Maranatha"- - "Come, Lord Jesus" (Revelation 22:20).

 
This Palm Sunday, let your cry of "Hosanna!" become your joyful shout of "Maranatha!"


Soli Deo Gloria!
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