Word of Encouragement 
The Tabernacle-Tent: 

“God’s Portable House in the Midst of His People”

A Study on the Tabernacle in the Old Covenant

Rev. Charles R. Biggs

Introduction

Why study the Tabernacle in Exodus 25? This is where God lived with his people after the Exodus from Egypt and so it was a very special place.  The Bible teaches us that the Tabernacle was to be made precisely as God wanted to it be made and that the reason is because it is a picture of heaven itself where God dwells in all his holiness, glory and beauty (Exodus 25:40; Hebrews 8).  The Tabernacle is a replica of heaven.

The Tabernacle that God designed, commanded Moses to build, and where God eventually took up residence reveals God’s character to the people, and it points forward to Christ.  In the next few issues of ‘Word of Encouragement’ we will consider together the Tabernacle of God.  I pray that these studies will help you to see God’s glory and beauty revealed to his people, and point you to Christ as our Great High Priest!  As you begin this study, here are some questions to ask yourself.

Here are my questions for you to ponder as you begin this study of the Tabernacle:

(1) How does the Tabernacle-Tent reveal God to us as God’s people?

(2) How does the Tabernacle-Tent reveal God’s grace and mercy to his people?

(3) How does the Tabernacle-Tent tell Israel’s “story” of slavery and redemption from Egypt? (Don’t forget the context of the instructions given for the Tabernacle-Tent).

(4) How does the Tabernacle-Tent get more beautiful, precious, holy, and mathematically precise as you draw near from the entrance and make your way to the Most Holy Place (or the “Holy of Holies”)?

(5) How is the Tabernacle-Tent a picture of “Eden Restored” and the New Heavens and the New Earth?

(6) How is the Tabernacle-Tent a microcosm of the heavens and the earth?

(7) How does the Tabernacle-Tent reveal Christ to Israel the Church “underage” and especially to us, the Church who lives after Christ has come and made himself known to us as the “True Tabernacle” of God’s dwelling? (see Hebrews 8-10 for hints).

Picture of the Tabernacle


Question: What would a replica of heaven look like if one wanted to make one here on earth?  How would you go about designing it in order that it is truly “fit for the King of Kings himself”? 

Here in Exodus 25, God calls Moses to build one of these replicas of heaven –a special place where God will live and dwell with his people..  What would it look like and how would it- - how could it- - be a place that reveals where God Almighty dwells who is holy, holy, holy?

Answer: It will be a tent.  Well, it’s more than a tent, but it is basically a tent like all the other people live in but it’s “fit for a king”- -no, it’s fit for THE KING!  What a gracious God to dwell with his people in a tent as they live in a tent!

Question: But the people will ask: Can we afford the place where God will live? Alright, pull together your resources, and give out of a grateful heart, but we’re going to need quite a bit for God’s tent!  You’re a special-redeemed people now, corporately called to be one, so work together as a body, one nation under God, to build this tent.

(By the way, this is NOT a sermon on raising money for a building!)

Question: What will be needed for the building of this royal tent?

Answer: (1) Metals: Gold, silver, and bronze; (2) Weaving Materials: Colored yarns like Pharaoh and his court would wear (even blue and scarlet- -expensive stuff!!), fine linen like rich, important  Egyptian’s wear, and the hair of goats; (3) Skins of Animals: Sea cows (dolphins from Red Sea); (4) Acacia wood; (5) Oil and Spices

How much is this going to cost us you ask- - and what is the estimate for the materials and labor?

Cost of the Construction? By the time the Tabernacle-Tent is completed (Exodus 38:21-31), approximately one ton of gold, four tons of silver and two-and-a-half tons of bronze were used to make the Tabernacle and its furnishings. (T. D. Alexander, ‘From Paradise…’, pg. 100).
Question: What IS the reason we are building this tent?

Answers: Three Reasons: (1) God wants to live with us and we need his presence as our Creator and Redeemer; (2) God wants to be worshipped by us because this is the reason we were created “to glorify God and to enjoy him forever”; and (3) God is our King, and he will rule over us allowing his will to be done on earth as it is in heaven.

I. What was the Tabernacle-Tent? 

The Tabernacle was a Tent: It is also called the “Tent of Meeting” (Exodus 38:8, 30).  Simply put, the Tabernacle was a tent, and thus I am calling it a “Tabernacle-Tent” or it might also be called a “Tabernacle-Tent-Temple” (if you don’t mind “hyphenated theology”- -God bless Meredith Kline! ).

· The Hebrew word: (mishkan)-Tabernacle-Tent
· From the Hebrew verb (shakan)- “To dwell”

· God would accommodate himself graciously to his people by dwelling with them (his transcendence and immanence revealed here).  God is not only high and lifted up as the Transcendent God, but also he who dwells with the lowly and contrite in heart (Isaiah 57).

· God would meet and direct his people according to his word.  At the Tabernacle-Tent, God would dwell with his people and make his will known to them.

· God would create a kingdom of priests and a holy nation by being present as Creator and Redeemer.

ESV Exodus 29:45-46 says: I will dwell among the people of Israel and will be their God. 46 And they shall know that I am the LORD their God, who brought them out of the land of Egypt that I might dwell among them. I am the LORD their God.

Application: God would live with and speak to his people.  His presence would be “with them” (the “Immanuel Principle”), and a partial fulfillment of 

“I will be your God, and you shall be my people.”

The Tabernacle was a Sanctuary (Place where God dwells): It was an ornate, holy, temple-like structure (Exodus 26; 38:9-20), for the express purpose of worship of God.  A sanctuary is simply the place where God specially and covenantally dwells for the sake of his people knowing him and for his people to worship him.

The Tabernacle was a holy place because God was its occupant who sat on the throne in the Most Holy Place, enthroned upon the Ark whose feet rested at the cherubim of glory. (Heb. Mikdash-can be translated “sanctuary”).
ESV Exodus 25:8-9 says: And let them make me a sanctuary (mikdash), that I may dwell (shakan) in their midst. 9 Exactly as I show you concerning the pattern of the tabernacle, and of all its furniture, so you shall make it.
God’s transcendent holiness and his immanence with his people!

Application: God would live with his people so that they might worship him and him alone.  In God they would find all of their needs met with great joy in worshipping him!

The Tabernacle was a Royal Residence: It was portable and as a portable throne for God. (A “Porto-Throne” or a “Port-o-Tentie”).  Yet even though God dwells with his people in tents, his tent is the most costly, reminding them of the great holiness and transcendence of their Creator and Redeemer.

· God will dwell with his people, but in all of his royal holiness and transcendence! 
· The King may dwell with man, but when he is on the march with his people, he desires to take the heavenly throne room with him (and the comforts of this royal and holy throne room!) 
Application: God would live and rule over his people as King and Divine Warrior to protect Israel from her enemies.

The Tabernacle-Tent eventually becomes a Temple (with more permanence, once there is peace in the land and David reigns on the throne, cf. 2 Samuel 7).

God asks: 2 Samuel 7:5-6: "Go and tell my servant David, 'Thus says the LORD: Would you build me a house to dwell in? 6 I have not lived in a house since the day I brought up the people of Israel from Egypt to this day, but I have been moving about in a tent for my dwelling.

· The Temple later built by King Solomon in Redemptive-History actually houses the Tabernacle; the temple does not ultimately replace it. 
· Pete Enns writes: Most likely the Temple (because of the scant details on how it should be built and what it would look like) was built using the guidelines and instructions for the Tabernacle (cf. 1 Kings 5-8).  The temple used different materials (stone and cedar), and was much bigger however. (Enns, Commentary on Exodus, NIVAC). 
· We should see this close relationship between the Tabernacle-Tent and the Temple; one is portable, while the other is more permanent once Israel dwells in the land. 
Beauty and Expense of the Tabernacle-Tent: People are to give offerings to the LORD for the building of his house (Exodus 25:1ff).  The materials are the best “money can buy”, the most beautiful representations of creation. 

[Notice degrees of costliness and beauty from bronze to solid gold in the metals, materials (dyes and linens), animal skins, and gemstones (Exodus 25:3-7)as you approach the Most Holy Place].

· The offering is a “love gift” or gift from the heart to God!- Let it be a gift from a “willing heart” literally!  God has given redemption-salvation from slavery, how can the people of God NOT give back gratefully to our LORD, Maker and King?! 
· Where did they get the materials? Exodus 3:22, 11:2, and 12:36 teaches us: 
ESV Exodus 3:22 but each woman shall ask of her neighbor, and any woman who lives in her house, for silver and gold jewelry, and for clothing. You shall put them on your sons and on your daughters. So you shall plunder the Egyptians."

ESV Exodus 11:2 Speak now in the hearing of the people, that they ask, every man of his neighbor and every woman of her neighbor, for silver and gold jewelry."

ESV Exodus 12:36 And the LORD had given the people favor in the sight of the Egyptians, so that they let them have what they asked. Thus they plundered the Egyptians.
Measurement of the Tabernacle-Tent: The entire Tabernacle was approximately 15 feet wide by 45 feet long.  The Holy Place was a rectangle 15 by 30 feet, and the Most Holy Place, or the Holy of Holies was a perfect cube measuring 15 by 15 by 15.  You may notice the mathematical precision as you approach the Most Holy Place.
II. Symbolism of the Tabernacle-Tent: “What did the Tabernacle “DO” for Israel?” (Enns’ language)

Interpretation Guidelines: Remember when interpreting the significance of the Tabernacle to be careful of fanciful interpretations where everything means one specific thing or finding meaning in something that may not have meaning.  

Poor Examples of Interpretation:

· The wood in the Tabernacle points to the cross.

· The seven candles on the menorah must represent the seven known planets (Philo’s interpretation).

Rather, when interpreting:

a. Ask first: “What did the Tabernacle-Temple” teach about God?” (to the 1st Readers in Israel) and second: “What does the Tabernacle-Temple teach about Christ and His Work (to the 1st Readers in Israel and the 2nd Readers in the Church today). 
The Tabernacle Taught Theology, such as:

a. It was a picture of Mount Sinai “Flattened” and becoming “Portable” as the Dwelling Place of God. In Exodus 24, God revealed three degrees of approaching his holy-glorious presence.  God revealed himself in the theophanic-glory cloud on top of the mountain and Moses the Mediator was able to come and ascend all the way to the top. 
Aaron and His Sons could come half-way, and the people and their representatives could only come to the bottom part of the mountain.  When God begins to dwell in the Tabernacle-Tent, there will also be three degrees of approaching God, thus Mount Sinai is flattened and made portable:

1) Only High Priest will enter Holy of Holies

2) Aaron and His sons will serve in the Holy Place.

3) The people and their representatives will only be able to come to the outer courtyard.

b. A New Eden: Eden restored in the Tabernacle-Tent.  Eden was the special-covenantal dwelling of God with man in the beginning.  Here in Exodus 25, God is going to specially and covenantally dwell with man again.  There is an “Eden-regained and restored” significance to the Tabernacle-Tent.  The way “back to Eden” is “going west young man”! 
c. Tabernacle Entrance faced Eastward: Reminding the people that to return to paradise restored, or Eden regained, the way is west into the most holy place by blood and death. 
d. The Place where Earth touched Heaven. 
e. Where is heaven? What is heaven? Heaven is the place where God dwells.  The Tabernacle-Tent was to be God bringing heaven itself to earth.  It was a return to the Edenic Ideal of God dwelling or tabernacle-ing with man.  

Enns writes that the Tabernacle is “a piece of holy ground amid a world that has lost its way.”

An earthly tabernacle-tent that was designed specifically by God to show forth and point to heavenly realities…

The pattern of the tabernacle-tent must be exactly as God teaches them because it is a type of the heavenly reality; it is a copy or shadow as Hebrews 10 teaches us]:

ESV Hebrews 8:1 Now the point in what we are saying is this: we have such a high priest, one who is seated at the right hand of the throne of the Majesty in heaven, 2 a minister in the holy places, in the true tent that the Lord set up, not man. 3 For every high priest is appointed to offer gifts and sacrifices; thus it is necessary for this priest also to have something to offer. 4 Now if he were on earth, he would not be a priest at all, since there are priests who offer gifts according to the law. 5 They serve a copy and shadow of the heavenly things. For when Moses was about to erect the tent, he was instructed by God, saying, "See that you make everything according to the pattern that was shown you on the mountain."

f. Heb. 8:5- It was symbolic of the heavenly sanctuary where God dwells with innumerable angels serving him and he sits on his throne (think if imagery of the layers of sheets with cherubim and blue- -like heaven itself!). 
b. Five Levels of Access, or Degrees of Access-Locations in the Tabernacle-Tent (“Lesser to greater degrees of holiness”- Enns): 
· “Outside the camp”-Gentiles and all the unclean, unholy sinners in the world.

· “In the camp”-Israel’s camp set up around the Tabernacle-Tent with God in the middle (like other ANE kings of that time).

· “In the courtyard”- The people could bring to the Levites and Priests their offerings (this was as near to God’s presence-throne that the people could come).

· “In the Holy Place”-Priests and Levites

· “In the Most Holy Place (or “Holy of Holies”)-One High Priest and only once a year on the Day of Atonement (Lev. 16).

· Most Israelites could not go into the Tabernacle-Tent itself all of their lives- -they had representative Priests who would go in to meet God on their behalf.  

Teaching them that they were sinners who could draw near only through a Mediator.
It was like knowing the most important Being in the universe actually dwelled in your midst, but you were denied full access to seeing and knowing him.  You could only approach him on HIS terms!

The Tabernacle was a Microcosm of the Universe: (Ryken, pg. 850): Inside was heaven, and outside was earth, with God at the center of it all.  God reigned in glory over the heavens and the earth.

God rules over both Heaven and the earth.  Inside the Tabernacle-Tent is the very Creator of Heaven and Earth!

III. How Else Does the Tabernacle-Tent Teach Us About Christ?

1) In Christ the fullness of God dwelled bodily (Colossians 2:9).

2) In the fullness of the times, God “immanuelled” himself, or came to dwell or tabernacle [verb-eskenosen/noun-skene or “tabernacle”]in our flesh (John 1:14).

· It should be noted that John is saying that Jesus is the True and Eternal Tabernacle-Temple, the fulfillment of all that has come before him in Redemptive-History, that served a purpose of pointing God’s people to Christ alone by faith.

· Enns says about John 1:14: “To talk like this does more than simply add a bit of drama to shock John’s readers. The intention is that Jesus be seen as the new- -and improved- -tabernacle/temple.” (pg. 555).

· We have “beheld the glory” in the Person of Jesus Christ (the same glory that was above the Ark in the Most Holy Place, and the glory that was only seen by the High Priest once a year on the Day of Atonement).

ESV Zechariah 2:10 Sing and rejoice, O daughter of Zion, for behold, I come and I will dwell in your midst, declares the LORD. 11 And many nations shall join themselves to the LORD in that day, and shall be my people. And I will dwell in your midst, and you shall know that the LORD of hosts has sent me to you.

3) Christ says that his body is the true tabernacle-temple (John 2:19ff).

ESV John 2:19-22: Jesus answered them, "Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise it up." 20 The Jews then said, "It has taken forty-six years to build this temple, and will you raise it up in three days?" 21 But he was speaking about the temple of his body. 22 When therefore he was raised from the dead, his disciples remembered that he had said this, and they believed the Scripture and the word that Jesus had spoken.

You could say (using computer terminology) that there were three versions of the Tabernacle-Temple, or dwelling place of God with man:

· Tabernacle-Temple 1.0 (Moses’ Tent of Meeting)

· Tabernacle-Temple 1.5 (Solomon’s Temple)

· Tabernacle-Temple 2.0 (Post-exilic Temple: “Second Temple Period”)

· Tabernacle-Temple NT or 3.0?? (Jesus Christ)

4) God dwells in those who are “in Christ”, united to him by faith, these people become a holy dwelling place, tabernacle-temple (1 Cor. 3:16-17; 2 Cor. 6:14-17; Ephesians 2:19-21; Hebrews 3:1-6).

5) In John’s revelation of Christ, he does not see a tabernacle-temple because God dwelled in the midst of his people without separation or distance (Revelation 21:22).

And I saw no temple in the city, for its temple is the Lord God the Almighty and the Lamb.

Access to God is found in Jesus Christ alone!  Freedom from guilt; freedom from sinful tyranny; freedom to live for God in his grace, joy, and peace!

Hebrews 10:19-25:

Therefore, brothers, since we have confidence to enter the holy places by the blood of Jesus, 20 by the new and living way that he opened for us through the curtain, that is, through his flesh, 21 and since we have a great priest over the house of God, 22 let us draw near with a true heart in full assurance of faith, with our hearts sprinkled clean from an evil conscience and our bodies washed with pure water. 23 Let us hold fast the confession of our hope without wavering, for he who promised is faithful. 24 And let us consider how to stir up one another to love and good works, 25 not neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another, and all the more as you see the Day drawing near.
Final Questions to ask:

· Do you long for the presence of God in a sinful world? The Israelites were kept at a distance, but we are encouraged to draw near in Christ.

· Do you long to worship God “in Christ” in spirit and in truth?  The Israelites could only worship God in copies and shadows, in a typological tent, but we worship God fully tabernacled in Christ!
Do you know that God rules over us as a King, who happens to be our father? The Israelites knew God was their sovereign king, but did not fully understand their heavenly adoption where they might call God Almighty, “Abba, Father”.
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