“Shalom!” Reconciliation in Christ
Romans 5:1-11
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Scripture Lesson: Numbers 6:24-27; Isaiah 9; Micah 5:1-6; Luke 2:8-22; Ephesians 2:8-22
I. “Shalom!”

a. We have peace and reconciliation because of the “wrath-averting” work of Christ on our behalf (4:23-25).
b. As Christians we literally live in the “realm of God’s grace”.  This is a “state” in which we stand elsewhere described by Paul as “seated with  Christ in the Heavenly Places” (5:1-2; cf. Eph. 2):

ESV Ephesians 2:5 even when we were dead in our trespasses, made us alive together with Christ- by grace you have been saved- 6 and raised us up with him and seated us with him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus...
ESV Colossians 3:1 If then you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God.
We “have peace” and we “stand”- Schreiner writes: “The emphasis lies on the existing result and present state that obtains as a result of a past action.” (pg. 254).

c. Notice that we no longer boast in any works (3:27-31), yet we “boast in the LORD” (v. 3).

d. Theology of the Cross (5:3-5): The true Christian life with the tension of hope and suffering.  We have suffering/tribulations (qliyij), yet God uses this to produce in us “tested character”.  A true theology of the cross stresses that the real Christian life comes with hope and hardships! (Remind of an “over-realized eschatology” of a theology of glory!).
Application: We are reminded that we are not “doing something wrong” when God allows us to suffer.  It doesn’t lead to despair, but continued and mature hope because our afflictions are part of our lives in this world of sin and misery as we await our full redemption.  

We have hope in the midst of our afflictions in Christ!

Notice similar language in Paul in Colossians:

Colossians 1:19-27: For in him all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell, 20 and through him to reconcile to himself all things, whether on earth or in heaven, making peace by the blood of his cross. 21 And you, who once were alienated and hostile in mind, doing evil deeds, 22 he has now reconciled in his body of flesh by his death, in order to present you holy and blameless and above reproach before him, 23 if indeed you continue in the faith, stable and steadfast, not shifting from the hope of the gospel that you heard, which has been proclaimed in all creation under heaven, and of which I, Paul, became a minister. 24 Now I rejoice in my sufferings for your sake, and in my flesh I am filling up what is lacking in Christ's afflictions for the sake of his body, that is, the church, 25 of which I became a minister according to the stewardship from God that was given to me for you, to make the word of God fully known, 26 the mystery hidden for ages and generations but now revealed to his saints. 27 To them God chose to make known how great among the Gentiles are the riches of the glory of this mystery, which is Christ in you, the hope of glory.

e. “Peace with God means war with the world!”
f. There is no “problem of evil” in Christ.  The afflictions that come, that God allows produces endurance and tested character in the Christian!
g. Greek: “Thlipsis” (qliysij): This means “to press” – this means all kinds of external pressures that are in our lives.  This is the meaning of “affliction” or “tribulations”.
h. Endurance- Don’t give up! Revelation 2-3 is addressed to the seven churches of Asia Minor and the main message is “to those who overcome, or are victorious, or endure!  Listen to the author of the Book of Hebrews:

Hebrews 4:1-11: Therefore, while the promise of entering his rest still stands, let us fear lest any of you should seem to have failed to reach it. 2 For good news came to us just as to them, but the message they heard did not benefit them, because they were not united by faith with those who listened. 3 For we who have believed enter that rest, as he has said, "As I swore in my wrath, 'They shall not enter my rest,'" although his works were finished from the foundation of the world. 4 For he has somewhere spoken of the seventh day in this way: "And God rested on the seventh day from all his works." 5 And again in this passage he said, "They shall not enter my rest." 6 Since therefore it remains for some to enter it, and those who formerly received the good news failed to enter because of disobedience, 7 again he appoints a certain day, "Today," saying through David so long afterward, in the words already quoted, "Today, if you hear his voice, do not harden your hearts." 8 For if Joshua had given them rest, God would not have spoken of another day later on. 9 So then, there remains a Sabbath rest for the people of God, 10 for whoever has entered God's rest has also rested from his works as God did from his. 11 Let us therefore strive to enter that rest, so that no one may fall by the same sort of disobedience.

i. Abraham’s example of hope in the midst in “hopelessness” (Rom. 4:18-19).
j. “Poured Out Love”- (5:5)- the subjective or emotional side of God’s work for us.  The emotional and subjective side is directly linked to the objective work of God in Christ.
k. How much love from God? Love for ungodly and unrighteous- - those committed to rebellion against their Creator (cf. Romans 4:5):
Romans 4:5 And to the one who does not work but trusts him who justifies the ungodly, his faith is counted as righteousness…

II. Christ’s Mediatory Intercession for His People

a. Reconciliation: Paul’s language changes from the judicial, forensic, courtroom language of justification in chapter 4 to include the relational, familial, living-room language of reconciliation in chapter 5! Peace between people in relationships!
b. Return from Exile for Israel in Christ- Luke 2:8-22: Promise of peace to all those on whom his favor rests.
c. Continuing Access to Grace- Because of Christ, we can approach the throne of God boldly!
 Hebrews 4:16 Let us then with confidence draw near to the throne of grace, that we may receive mercy and find grace to help in time of need.
d. The Mediation of Christ: This is the “resurrection life of Christ” (5:10).  This is not Christ’s life in his incarnation, but in his glorified humanity.

e. End Purpose or Goal of Reconciliation: Praise of God! (5:11).  God’s covenantal blessing from Numbers 6 has come to pass in Christ!
Conclusion
The hope awaited by Israel- -is the hope fulfilled in Jesus! This hope is for all those who receive God’s favor in true shalom and reconciliation with God!

Isaiah 40:1 Comfort, comfort my people, says your God. 2 Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, and cry to her that her warfare is ended, that her iniquity is pardoned, that she has received from the LORD's hand double for all her sins. 3 A voice cries: "In the wilderness prepare the way of the LORD; make straight in the desert a highway for our God. 4 Every valley shall be lifted up, and every mountain and hill be made low; the uneven ground shall become level, and the rough places a plain. 5 And the glory of the LORD shall be revealed, and all flesh shall see it together, for the mouth of the LORD has spoken."
