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Introduction

In today’s ‘Word of Encouragement’ we will continue to consider Paul’s letter to the Romans, looking specifically at chapter two.  Paul wants all of the people at the Church of Rome, both Jew and Gentile, to know that they are all equal before the demands of God’s Law- -all are sinners, both Gentiles and Jews.
At this time, it would have been easy for a Jew to look at a Gentile and see sinners out from under the influence of God’s Law, and to see evidence of their Law-breaking in their lives.  But the Apostle Paul desires for the Jews not to be so quick to judge the Gentiles.  They are involved in the sin problem as well and that is what Paul wants to address in chapter 2.

Perhaps you remember when John the Baptist came preaching in the wilderness of Judea.  He preached repentance because the Kingdom of God was coming.  Some in Israel did not understand his message because they thought that they had a special place in God’s salvation based merely on their being Abraham’s children (Matt. 3:1-12)  Rather than John the Baptist accepting them without repentance because they claimed to be Abraham’s seed, John said to them they were seeds of the serpent: “a brood of vipers”.  This was the same problem that Jesus addressed in John 8 when he told the Pharisees that they were not children of God, but children of the devil.

The Apostle Paul wrote Romans 1:18-32 primarily to Gentiles, and now in 2:1-3:8, he addresses the Jews!  His message like John the Baptist and Jesus Christ is: ALL ARE UNDER THE JUDGMENT OF GOD AND SIN (Romans 3:9-11) no matter what ethnic heritage they have!  

Salvation is, and has always been by God’s grace, not merely by claiming an ethnic heredity from Abraham, or of having the Law, but those by faith who are Abraham’s children by faith, and turn to God for grace and strength and help to fulfill the demands of the Law by His Spirit!  We can summarize chapter 2 of Romans in this way:
Jews and Gentiles are on equal footing before the just demands of God’s Law- - they are both damned by works and saved by God’s grace!

Romans 2:1-3:8

ESV Therefore you have no excuse, O man, every one of you who judges. For in passing judgment on another you condemn yourself, because you, the judge, practice the very same things. 2 We know that the judgment of God rightly falls on those who do such things. 3 Do you suppose, O man- you who judge those who do such things and yet do them yourself- that you will escape the judgment of God? 4 Or do you presume on the riches of his kindness and forbearance and patience, not knowing that God's kindness is meant to lead you to repentance? 5 But because of your hard and impenitent heart you are storing up wrath for yourself on the day of wrath when God's righteous judgment will be revealed. 6 He will render to each one according to his works: 7 to those who by patience in well-doing seek for glory and honor and immortality, he will give eternal life; 8 but for those who are self-seeking and do not obey the truth, but obey unrighteousness, there will be wrath and fury. 9 There will be tribulation and distress for every human being who does evil, the Jew first and also the Greek, 10 but glory and honor and peace for everyone who does good, the Jew first and also the Greek. 11 For God shows no partiality. 
12 For all who have sinned without the law will also perish without the law, and all who have sinned under the law will be judged by the law. 13 For it is not the hearers of the law who are righteous before God, but the doers of the law who will be justified. 14 For when Gentiles, who do not have the law, by nature do what the law requires, they are a law to themselves, even though they do not have the law. 15 They show that the work of the law is written on their hearts, while their conscience also bears witness, and their conflicting thoughts accuse or even excuse them 16 on that day when, according to my gospel, God judges the secrets of men by Christ Jesus. 
17 But if you call yourself a Jew and rely on the law and boast in God 18 and know his will and approve what is excellent, because you are instructed from the law; 19 and if you are sure that you yourself are a guide to the blind, a light to those who are in darkness, 20 an instructor of the foolish, a teacher of children, having in the law the embodiment of knowledge and truth- 21 you then who teach others, do you not teach yourself? While you preach against stealing, do you steal? 22 You who say that one must not commit adultery, do you commit adultery? You who abhor idols, do you rob temples? 23 You who boast in the law dishonor God by breaking the law. 24 For, as it is written, "The name of God is blasphemed among the Gentiles because of you." 25 For circumcision indeed is of value if you obey the law, but if you break the law, your circumcision becomes uncircumcision. 26 So, if a man who is uncircumcised keeps the precepts of the law, will not his uncircumcision be regarded as circumcision? 27 Then he who is physically uncircumcised but keeps the law will condemn you who have the written code and circumcision but break the law. 28 For no one is a Jew who is merely one outwardly, nor is circumcision outward and physical. 29 But a Jew is one inwardly, and circumcision is a matter of the heart, by the Spirit, not by the letter. His praise is not from man but from God.
3:1 Then what advantage has the Jew? Or what is the value of circumcision? 2 Much in every way. To begin with, the Jews were entrusted with the oracles of God. 3 What if some were unfaithful? Does their faithlessness nullify the faithfulness of God? 4 By no means! Let God be true though every one were a liar, as it is written, "That you may be justified in your words, and prevail when you are judged." 5 But if our unrighteousness serves to show the righteousness of God, what shall we say? That God is unrighteous to inflict wrath on us? ( I speak in a human way.) 6 By no means! For then how could God judge the world? 7 But if through my lie God's truth abounds to his glory, why am I still being condemned as a sinner? 8 And why not do evil that good may come?- as some people slanderously charge us with saying. Their condemnation is just.

The Wisdom of Solomon and the Foolishness of Man
We can get a better understanding of the Israelites’ view of themselves before God from a book called ‘The Wisdom of Solomon’- chapters 13-15.  In this book, we see how Jews regarded themselves in comparison to Gentile “sinners”. This would have been how the average Jew thought of Gentile “sinners” before the Lord and how they sought righteousness in the Law of God not realizing the righteousness of God could only be obtained from God himself by his grace.

It seems that the Apostle Paul is using this uninspired book ‘The Wisdom of Solomon’ that many Jews would have been familiar with, to teach them the reality of their condition before God apart from faith under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit in Romans 2 (notice the language of the first part is similar to what Paul has said is true in Romans 1:18ff, but then turns the table on them with a diatribe form of question and answer to the Jew in Romans 2.
Jewish Book: The Wisdom of Solomon (excerpts from chaps. 13-15)

13:1: For all men who were ignorant of God were foolish by nature; and they were unable from the good things that are seen to know him who exists, nor did they recognize the craftsman while paying heed to his works…
13:5: For from the greatness and beauty of created things comes a corresponding perception of their Creator.

14:27: For the worship of idols not to be named is the beginning and cause and end of every evil. 

15:1: But thou, our God, art kind and true, patient, and ruling all things in mercy. 
15:22: For even if we [the Jews] sin we are thine, knowing thy power; but we will not sin, because we know that we are accounted thine. 
15:3: For to know thee is complete righteousness, and to know thy power is the root of immortality. 

In light of this, the Apostle Paul addresses the Jews at Rome in the “You” (plural).  Then Paul uses a “You” (singular) to a Jew in a diatribe, or imaginary conversation with himself about the Old Covenant meaning of being a Jew.  
In Romans 2:1-6 notice the use of “You” (plural) and “You” (singular) as Paul answers the questions of the Jews and explains to them their sinful condition and problem.  The Apostle’s Paul’s words are sobering and apart from faith could be extremely offensive to a Jew in Paul’s day and even a Jew today!

(Remember: this is not “anti-Semitism” as some modern people might suppose, because Paul was a Jew and Semite!  Rather, this is “pro-Semitism” because it is Paul teaching all people, Jews as well as Gentiles that salvation is by grace and that is their only hope! Only love would drive this kind of language!).
Romans 2:1-6: Therefore you have no excuse, O man, every one of you who judges. For in passing judgment on another you condemn yourself, because you, the judge, practice the very same things. 2 We know that the judgment of God rightly falls on those who do such things. 3 Do you suppose, O man- you who judge those who do such things and yet do them yourself- that you will escape the judgment of God? 4 Or do you presume on the riches of his kindness and forbearance and patience, not knowing that God's kindness is meant to lead you to repentance? 5 But because of your hard and impenitent heart you are storing up wrath for yourself on the day of wrath when God's righteous judgment will be revealed.

The Apostle Paul will speak further about the importance of the Jews in salvation history in Romans 9, but for now, let’s understand what he means to say to them in this context.  In order to do this, we can break this passage in Romans 2:1-3:8 into three parts: 

1) Visible Church/People of God throughout Salvation History (Romans 2:1-11). 

2) The Law and Works of the Law (Romans 2:12-16).

3) Spiritual Circumcision (Romans 2:17-29)

Visible Church/People of God Throughout History (2:1-11)

By God’s grace there have always been one people of God throughout history.  Salvation has always been by God’s grace.  There have never been different ways of salvation, although there were different ways of administering the covenants.  Salvation has always been by grace, whether to Israel in the Old Covenant, or the Church in the New, these make up one people of God.  
Our hope as the people of God has never been in merely being part of the covenant community as members.  Our hope and salvation has always been in God’s fulfilling of his promises in Christ for his covenant community, and our trust and faith in these promises.  
None of us are part of the people of God apart from God’s electing and sovereign grace!  Let us keep this in mind as we proceed in our study.
The Jews’ basic argument in Paul’s day concerning their identity and hope as the people of God was this: “We have/possess the Law and the Gentiles do not!  There is righteousness found in obeying and observing God’s Law.  If the Gentiles want to be saved, then they have to become Jews under the Law” (2:11-16).
Paul’s response to this unbiblical teaching: “Do you DO the Law? Do you fulfill the Law in your lives? Is the Law and the love of God evident in your fruits (are their “fruits of repentance” as John the Baptist might ask, cf. Matt. 3)?  The Jews’ argument and answer to this: “But we are circumcised and have the outward sign of being the people of God!” (2:25-29). 
Paul’s response: “Do you have pure hearts regenerated by God because you have believed the promises of God by faith?” Or more specifically, “Is the Law written on your hearts by the Spirit which is the thing signified by the sign of circumcision?” Paul asks the well-meaning Jew.
In light of this diatribe or argument with the Jews, we should remember the great promise of Old Covenant that would be fulfilled in the New, found in Jeremiah 31:31-34 which was supposed to be the hope of every Jew:

Jeremiah 31:31-34: "Behold, the days are coming, declares the LORD, when I will make a new covenant with the house of Israel and the house of Judah, 32 not like the covenant that I made with their fathers on the day when I took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt, my covenant that they broke, though I was their husband, declares the LORD. 33 But this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those days, declares the LORD: I will put my law within them, and I will write it on their hearts. And I will be their God, and they shall be my people. 34 And no longer shall each one teach his neighbor and each his brother, saying, 'Know the LORD,' for they shall all know me, from the least of them to the greatest, declares the LORD. For I will forgive their iniquity, and I will remember their sin no more."

The Pattern of Faith and Repentance
There is an important lesson here! When the Covenant Community/Visible Church/People of God are not constantly humbled by the grace and mercy of God, there will be a tendency toward apathy, self-righteousness, judgmentalism (legalism), and pride.  

The Visible Church-People of God must never place our confidence in what we have done for God, but only in what He has done for us in our hearts by His Holy Spirit!
Only the gospel put us all in our “spiritual place” and helps us with a pattern of repentance and faith (2:4).  Paul says that if you are a true believer and part of the people of God by faith then their will be fruits of repentance because of an existing faith that God has granted to us (cf. Ephesians 2:1-10)
Think about this: as the people of God who come to worship under the teaching of God’s Word every Lord’s Day, there is a real temptation at being apathetic and being overly familiar with the Lord and His Word.  Apathy must be displaced by God’s grace and mercy sinking deep into our hearts so that we might never take for granted the means of God’s grace to us in Word, Sacraments, and Prayer.

How often have you taken for granted God’s Word (and the many translations and editions you have in your home that are gathering dust)? How many times have you neglected the Lord’s Supper rather than running to an opportunity to sit at Christ’s table? How often do we neglect prayer and speaking to God, knowing that Christ is at God’s right hand and we have him interceding for us by His grace?

Romans 2 should also instruct us with regard to hypocrisy.  It sounds quite simple, but it is true: 
“Life is too short to be a hypocrite”.
We need to become who we already are becoming in Jesus Christ (cf. Colossians 3:1-4).  By God’s grace, we need to be honest about our sin in thought, word and deed, and depend totally on the righteousness revealed in the Person and Work of Jesus Christ apart from us, yet granted to us by faith!

The Jews of Paul’s day and Christians of our own day should live a pattern of faith and repentance.  Remember the words of Stephen to the Jewish crowds when they would not listen to the gospel but depended upon their own self-righteousness? (Remember at the time, the Apostle Paul who penned this letter to Romans was standing in the crowd! This reminds us of the power of the Holy Spirit through the Word of God).  Stephens says to the unrepentant, self-reliant Jews:
ESV Acts 7:51 "You stiff-necked people, uncircumcised in heart and ears, you always resist the Holy Spirit. As your fathers did, so do you. 52 Which of the prophets did not your fathers persecute? And they killed those who announced beforehand the coming of the Righteous One, whom you have now betrayed and murdered, 53 you who received the law as delivered by angels and did not keep it."

The opposite of the pattern of repentance and faith toward God is being “stiff-necked, uncircumcised in heart and ears, resisting the Holy Spirit”.  The Biblical pattern of repentance and faith ought to be the Christian’s chief pattern in life, never apathy, self-righteousness, pride, nor any other self-achievements in which we glory apart from Jesus Christ on any given day!

Judgmentalism
Notice also in Romans 2, Paul’s indictment against the Jews with regard to judgmentalism while acting the same as the Gentiles and thus being hypocritical.  Rather than being a light to the Gentiles and the Nations, they have blasphemed God’s name among the Gentiles.

We need to remember at the people of God that judgmentalism is a form of idolatry—setting oneself up as God (cf. Romans 1:23, 25)- “These things” (2:3, 9-111).  Notice what Paul says:
Romans 2:3 Do you suppose, O man- you who judge those who do such things [the Gentiles] and yet do them yourself- that you will escape the judgment of God?...Romans 2:9 There will be tribulation and distress for every human being who does evil, the Jew first and also the Greek, 10 but glory and honor and peace for everyone who does good, the Jew first and also the Greek. 11 For God shows no partiality.

“God shows no partiality”.  All must believe upon the Lord Jesus Christ and have confidence only in his righteousness and Law-Keeping.  Notice a contrast in Paul’s address to Gentiles in Romans 1 and to the Jews in Romans 2.  Gentiles skewed and abused the “general revelation” of God in false religions, yet the Jews skewed and abused the “special revelation” of God in false religion, or as Jesus described it, “the traditions of man” (Matt. 15).

We must be lovingly cautious and patiently careful when speaking to our Jewish friends, but we have to remember that Jews are living a false religion that is founded upon their own works and traditions, rather than the revelation of God’s grace and mercy in Jesus Christ apart from works.  

As American Christians, we must remember that we might have something in common with Judaism and the Jewish people with regard to culture and politics, but we have nothing in common with them with regard to the right way of salvation in Christ (even the Old Covenant we share together is interpreted with different conclusions that do not point to Christ, so we cannot say we have even this in common!).

The Law and “Works of the Law” (2:12-16)

Now let us consider the Law and the “Works of the Law”.  What does Paul mean that we are “Judged According to Works? (2:1-11) Paul does not mean that works in any way justify or give us a right standing before God (we will see this further in chapters 3-4).  Rather, Paul is saying that works of the Law are the fruits of true faith because God has written the Law in the heart of those He has regenerated by His grace.  Read again carefully Romans 2:1-16:
“For all who have sinned without the law will also perish without the law, and all who have sinned under the law will be judged by the law. 13 For it is not the hearers of the law who are righteous before God, but the doers of the law who will be justified. 14 For when Gentiles, who do not have the law, by nature do what the law requires, they are a law to themselves, even though they do not have the law. 15 They show that the work of the law is written on their hearts, while their conscience also bears witness, and their conflicting thoughts accuse or even excuse them 16 on that day when, according to my gospel, God judges the secrets of men by Christ Jesus.”

Paul is saying that it is not merely those in the visible Church or people of God who have the Law, but those who do the Law by God’s grace externally show themselves to be the true people of God!

What does Paul mean by “Works of the Law” written on the hearts of Gentiles (2:15)?  Martin Luther addressed this in an excellent way in his commentary on Romans.  Luther wrote: 
“The knowledge of the work is written, that is, the Law that is written in letters concerning the works that have to be done, but not the grace to fulfill this Law.”
The righteous demands of the Law both Gentiles and Jews know in their consciences, but they do not have the power or grace to fulfill this Law apart from Christ.  For the Law has no power to give- -but the Holy Spirit does!

The Apostle Paul will return to this theme later in Romans 6-8, but for now, remember Romans 8:3-4 which perhaps helps us to understand this better:
Romans 8:3-4: For God has done what the law, weakened by the flesh, could not do. By sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh and for sin, he condemned sin in the flesh, 4 in order that the righteous requirement of the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not according to the flesh but according to the Spirit.

We could summarize this in this way:

The substance of the Law is in all people because they are made in God’s image (Natural Law), but the ability toward fulfilling it, as well as the goal to do it for God’s glory alone, is not found in sinners- -this is the gift of God’s grace!
As one writer entitled a recent book: “What We Can’t Not Know”.  This is the meaning of what Paul is saying.  All men have a knowledge of God’s demands written on their hearts and consciences, but they do not have the power to take this knowledge and earn their salvation before a Holy God.
How do works play a role in our salvation?
In the Reformation of the Sixteenth Century, Roman Catholics thought the Reformers were teaching that in our Justification by faith alone, or our declaration that we are righteous in God’s sight based on Christ’s work, that this would inevitably lead to antinomianism, or a disregard for the Law of God and works.
Works DO NOT play any kind of role in salvation with regards to sinners meriting a right standing before God.  Works are never meritorious (unless you are speaking of Christ’s merit in Law-keeping)!  
Works are the fruits of our righteous standing before God however! Works follow from our right standing before God as Paul will discuss further in Romans 4!
Some have thought that Paul and James were opposed on their doctrine of Justification, but the Holy Spirit does not contradict himself!  Paul and James are together on the reality of both justification and works (James 2:16ff): 

The Apostle James says:

James 2:17 So also faith by itself, if it does not have works, is dead. 18 But someone will say, "You have faith and I have works." Show me your faith apart from your works, and I will show you my faith by my works.

The Apostle Paul says:

Back to Romans 1:16-17: The gospel is by the works/merits of Christ alone! Christ’s righteousness revealed (his merit of Law-Keeping) apart from our works.
Our Savior Jesus is the Son of Adam, Seed of Abraham, Servant of YHWH, and the One Faithful Israelite who is our circumcised-baptized representative who kept the Law of God perfectly for us!
So Paul and James are together: Works are fruits of our faith, evidences that we have been justified before God by His grace!
A few years ago, I memorized something that the late-great Dr. John Gerstner used to say:

Justification is by faith alone, but not by a faith that is alone. The faith God gives as a gift to poor sinners in regeneration produces good works, or is a “working faith”.
Spiritual Circumcision (2:17-29; cf. Phil. 3:3)

Let us finally turn our attention to Paul’s doctrine of spiritual circumcision or what I like to call the definition of a “True Jew”.  Let us read the remainder of chapter 2. Paul begins by asking the Jews for their fruits, or the works of the Law that show their true salvation and faith (2:17-24).  He then proceeds to explain the sign of circumcision and what it truly signifies by faith in God’s promises (2:25-29):
Romans 2:17 But if you call yourself a Jew and rely on the law and boast in God 18 and know his will and approve what is excellent, because you are instructed from the law; 19 and if you are sure that you yourself are a guide to the blind, a light to those who are in darkness, 20 an instructor of the foolish, a teacher of children, having in the law the embodiment of knowledge and truth- 21 you then who teach others, do you not teach yourself? While you preach against stealing, do you steal? 22 You who say that one must not commit adultery, do you commit adultery? You who abhor idols, do you rob temples? 23 You who boast in the law dishonor God by breaking the law. 24 For, as it is written, "The name of God is blasphemed among the Gentiles because of you." 

25 For circumcision indeed is of value if you obey the law, but if you break the law, your circumcision becomes uncircumcision. 26 So, if a man who is uncircumcised keeps the precepts of the law, will not his uncircumcision be regarded as circumcision? 27 Then he who is physically uncircumcised but keeps the law will condemn you who have the written code and circumcision but break the law. 

28 For no one is a Jew who is merely one outwardly, nor is circumcision outward and physical. 29 But a Jew is one inwardly, and circumcision is a matter of the heart, by the Spirit, not by the letter. His praise is not from man but from God.

Salvation is an inward reality by God’s Spirit in both Testaments.  The hope of the Old Covenant Church or people of God were to have hearts that were circumcised and could keep the Law by faith because of the Law being written by the Holy Spirit in their hearts.  
This promise of spiritual circumcision became a full reality in space and time upon the resurrection and ascension of Christ and the Day of Pentecost.  For on the Day of Pentecost, Jesus Christ the High Priest, poured out His Spirit in the hearts of all those who believe and indwelled His New Temple-People by faith!  As Paul says in Philippians 3:3:
“For we are the real circumcision, who worship by the Spirit of God and glory in Christ Jesus and put no confidence in the flesh…”

It is important to realize that all believers in the Old and New Covenant are all “inward Jews” by God’s grace.  There is no longer a distinction ethnically or because of our heredity whether we are Jews or Gentiles.  Remember the clear teaching of Paul in Ephesians 2:11-22.  
Carefully read Ephesians 2:11-22 and perhaps better understand that our new distinction is not between Jew or Gentile, but whether we are “in Adam” or “in Christ” (we will look at this in Romans 5:12-21):
Ephesians 2:11-22: Therefore remember that at one time you Gentiles in the flesh, called "the uncircumcision" by what is called the circumcision, which is made in the flesh by hands- 12 remember that you were at that time separated from Christ, alienated from the commonwealth of Israel and strangers to the covenants of promise, having no hope and without God in the world. 

13 But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far off have been brought near by the blood of Christ. 14 For he himself is our peace, who has made us both one and has broken down in his flesh the dividing wall of hostility 15 by abolishing the law of commandments and ordinances, that he might create in himself one new man in place of the two, so making peace, 16 and might reconcile us both to God in one body through the cross, thereby killing the hostility.

17 And he came and preached peace to you who were far off and peace to those who were near. 18 For through him we both have access in one Spirit to the Father. 19 So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are fellow citizens with the saints and members of the household of God, 20 built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus himself being the cornerstone, 21 in whom the whole structure, being joined together, grows into a holy temple in the Lord. 22 In him you also are being built together into a dwelling place for God by the Spirit.

Are you a “True Jew” by faith from the heart (no matter your ethnic background or heritage)? Paul wants the Romans and us today no longer to make these kinds of distinctions. 
You must not and should not place the new wine of the New Covenant in the old wineskins of the Old Covenant!
Remember again what Paul says in Romans 2:28-29:
28 For no one is a Jew who is merely one outwardly, nor is circumcision outward and physical. 29 But a Jew is one inwardly, and circumcision is a matter of the heart, by the Spirit, not by the letter. His praise is not from man but from God.

Signs, Signs, Everywhere Signs!
This reminds of the differing signs in the Old and New Covenants: sign of circumcision and baptism.  In the Old Covenant the sign was a bloody sign because the blood of the Lord Jesus Christ, the Seed of Abraham had yet to be shed for sins!  
In the New Covenant the blood of Jesus Christ was shed for the remission of sins (cf. Luke 22:17-26) and so the sign of the covenant has been changed from a bloody sign on the foreskin to a blood-less sign of water over the entire person or body.  
There are different signs in the Old and New Covenants but the same spiritual reality, whether signified by the sign of Circumcision or water baptism!
The Old and New Covenant reality that is spiritually signified is being washed, cleansed, renewed, born again or regenerated because of the completed Work of Christ and the power of His Spirit!
Jews and True Jews and “Praise from God”
Are you a “True Jew” by faith from the heart according to Romans 2? This is an important chapter of the New Covenant to aid Christians in witnessing to those who are ethnic Jews, and who rely more on the idolatry of their own heritage than on the righteousness of God revealed in Jesus.  Remember idolatry comes in many forms (see Romans 1:18-32), but it is displayed in ungodliness and unrighteousness.  

This may be hard for us stomach and to understand, particularly if we have been influenced heavily by Pre-Millennial-Dispensational-Arminianism. Yet we must understand that pagan peoples may have blatant forms of idolatry made of wood and stone, the Jewish people apart from faith have made an idol of their heritage, supposing themselves to be the children of Abraham.  
Paul wants all men to understand (as John the Baptist and Jesus before him), that all have fallen short of the glory of God and no one seeks after God, and only by grace is a person saved whether Jew or Gentile!  (More on this in Romans 3).

Now do not hear me wrong!  There is something good and special in being an Israelite or Jew as Paul will teach us in Romans 9 (cf. Romans 3:1-8).  However, he wants us to even now at this early juncture in his letter to the Romans to realize there are two kinds of Jews, or two kinds of Israelite: Those Jews like him and the apostles of Jesus who receive God’s righteousness by faith, and those Jews who rely on their mere ethnic heritage.  
For not all of Israel is Israel (Romans 9-11, more on this in later studies).

It is interesting that Paul ends Romans 2 with the phrase “Praise from God”. He wrote:

For no one is a Jew who is merely one outwardly, nor is circumcision outward and physical. 29 But a Jew is one inwardly, and circumcision is a matter of the heart, by the Spirit, not by the letter. 

His praise is not from man but from God.

This is an inspired play on a name.  If you recall, the name “Judah” means “praise” and from the name “Judah” came the name for the people of God “the Jews”.  Paul is saying that those who are true Jews are Jews inwardly by the Spirit, not merely by the external Law, and they are “Judah”- -“Praise of YHWH” - - a True Israelite or Jew! Why?
Because we are God’s workmanship created in Christ Jesus to do good works which God prepared beforehand for us to walk in!  We are God’s praise- - not from men - -but we are YHWH’s “Praise” by grace!  What a beautiful ending to an important chapter of Paul’s Epistle to the Romans!

Again, Martin Luther has a wonderful comment about this “Praise of YHWH”, he wrote: 

“The praise of outward righteousness comes from man; but is rebuked by God. The praise of inward (spiritual) righteousness, however, comes from God; but it is rejected and scoffed at by men.  Spiritual righteousness (which is by faith in Christ) seems foolish, yes, and unjust to men; but the outward righteousness (of the flesh) is regarded by God as stupid, indeed as a twofold unrighteousness (that is, unrighteousness in itself and unrighteousness because it demands merit).”- pg. 48, Commentary on Romans.

Christians are Part of the Jewish/Israelite Story of the Old Covenant
Jews and Gentiles are on equal footing before the just demands of God’s Law- - they are both damned by works and saved by God’s grace!

Well, there are some who might read this and say “Well, what does that have to do with me?”  I trust this is not true, but if it is, here is something you might remember that will enhance your spiritual life in the Kingdom of God.

See the Old Testament books and the Old Testament family of Jews as your books and your own family.  Read your family into the story of the Old Testament as well as the New!  Remember that you are part of the True Israel by faith and so the story of Israel is your story because you are in Christ!

There is quite a disregard these days for the Old Covenant! In fact, sometimes we say we want a “New Testament Church”.  We must remember however, that we cannot have merely a “New Testament Church”.  The Church is made up of Jews and Gentiles from every people, tribe, language and people groups from all over the world and these people in Christ are part of the Old and New Covenant story found in the 66 books of Holy Scripture.

Encourage your pastor to preach and teach more from the Old Covenant.  The Old Covenant does not belong merely to the Jews, but to all of the people of God who are united to Jesus Christ, the True Israelite and Seed of Abraham! And you know what the reality is? We who are in Christ are the only ones who truly know the “end of the story” and the right interpretation of the Old Covenant!  It would behoove us to make good use of it in better understanding who we are in Jesus Christ as part of the Redemptive-Historical People of God- - True Jews in Christ!

I will leave you with two sayings of Jesus reflecting on the Old Covenant for your meditation and consideration:

John 5:39-40: You search the Scriptures because you think that in them you have eternal life; and it is they that bear witness about me, 40 yet you refuse to come to me that you may have life.

Luke 24:44-49: Then he said to them, "These are my words that I spoke to you while I was still with you, that everything written about me in the Law of Moses and the Prophets and the Psalms must be fulfilled." 45 Then he opened their minds to understand the Scriptures, 46 and said to them, "Thus it is written, that the Christ should suffer and on the third day rise from the dead, 47 and that repentance and forgiveness of sins should be proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem. 48 You are witnesses of these things. 49 And behold, I am sending the promise of my Father upon you. But stay in the city until you are clothed with power from on high."

As “True Jews”, we have true faith in the True Christ and true righteousness in Him with true works of the Law that follow because of the True Holy Spirit living within us!  And this means that if you are a Christian, saved by grace and standing righteous because of Christ’s righteousness by faith, then you are a 
Jew for Jesus!  All Christians are in fact Jews for Jesus!
CRB
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For Further Reading
Note: This is what I read, if you are looking for specific recommendations, please don't hesitate to ask me.  There are some of these books I would not recommend for all to read.
 

Richard B. Gaffin- Classnotes on the Theology of Romans (unpublished)
James M. Boice- Romans Commentary (4 Volumes)
Herman Ridderbos- Paul: An Outline of His Theology
Martin Luther- Commentary on Romans (a must-have classic!)
John Murray- Commentary on Romans
Robert Haldane- Commentary on Romans 
Douglas Moo- Commentary on Romans
Thomas R. Schreiner- Commentary on Romans
Geerhardus Vos- The Pauline Eschatology
N. T. Wright- 'What Saint Paul Really Said'
N. T. Wright- The Climax of the Covenant: Christ and the Law in Pauline Theology
F. F. Bruce- Paul: Apostle of the Heart Set Free
A. Andrew Das- Paul, the Law, and the Covenant
James D. G. Dunn- The Theology of Paul the Apostle
