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Larger Catechism Pastoral Questions
Rev. Charles R. Biggs
Larger Catechism Pastoral Questions- Exam I
From Reading in Vos’ Commentary on the Larger Catechism, Chapters 1-9

Instructions: This is an open book exam.  Please answer the following questions as briefly and clearly as you can.  Remember you are prayerfully considering the call to a pastoral role, so think how you would answer Jesus’ sheep when these questions are asked (and they will be asked!).  Do not approach this merely as an exam, but as questions that your sheep, your congregation are asking you as their pastor/elder/shepherd.

Please use as much Scripture as possible to support each answer.  I am praying for you and I love you! 

1. What does the Larger Catechism mean by “glorifying God and enjoying Him forever”? Summarize in your own words.

2. Does nature and creation reveal God? Can this knowledge found in nature and creation save a person? Explain.

3. Does the Bible merely “contain” the Word of God? Yes or No. Explain.

4. a. If there are “apparent errors” in the Bible, how can Scripture be inerrant and infallible? b. Do you believe the Bible is inerrant and infallible?

5. Does God’s omnipotence (or being all-powerful) teach he can do all things? Are there some things God cannot do?

6. Is there anything God doesn’t know?

7. Carl Simpson, a godly farmer in the congregation, asks you to help him to better understand God’s attribute of “gracious” and how God’s graciousness is shown to him.  From your study on the Larger Catechism, explain God’s grace in a pastoral manner.

8. Memorize the Question- “How many persons are there in the Godhead”.  What does “the same in substance, equal in power and glory” mean?

9. Mary Sue Johnson, a notable teacher in town, asks you the question: “Did God ordain the sin and fall of man?”  How would you carefully answer her based on your knowledge of God’s decrees?  How would you clarify your answer so that she might not misunderstand you?

10. Bobby, a nice painter who comes into town now and then, says to you as a pastor/shepherd/elder: “It seems God is unfair in choosing some and not others.”  How will you carefully, biblical, pastorally and lovingly respond to Bobby?

11. Can we know for sure how long ago God created all things? How does Deuteronomy 29:29 teach us concerning this question?

12. What does it mean that man is made in God’s image?

13. Read Acts 4:27-28.  How does this Scripture instruct us in our understanding of the relationship between God’s providence and man’s free agency?

14. Did God make a covenant with Adam? Was Adam the representative of the whole world?

15. Define “sin”.

16. Define “total depravity” and also teach what it does not mean.

17. Explain the “Covenant of Grace” from your reading as if you were explaining it to young people or new Christians in Sunday School.

18. When did the “Covenant of Grace” begin?

19. Explain as briefly as possible the similarities as well as the differences between the Old and New Testaments with regards to the “Covenant of Grace”.

20. Explain the relationship between Christ’s human and divine natures to the best of your ability to little Billy, Mayor Podunk’s son.

21. a. Does Jesus have a human nature now? b. If so, where is he located? (“Find Jesus”!).

22. List and Explain the three offices of Christ as Mediator.

23. a. What was Jesus’ ‘estate of humiliation’? b. What was Jesus’ ‘estate of exaltation’?

24. Do you agree with the teaching of the Westminster Larger Catechism up to this point? Yes. Do you vow to uphold the teachings contained in the Westminster Larger Catechism if you are called to serve Jesus at KCPC in the office of elder or deacon?  Yes. Do you vow to uphold, by God’s grace the peace and purity of Jesus’ congregation at KCPC? Yes
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Larger Catechism Pastoral Questions- Exam II
From Reading in Vos’ Commentary on the Larger Catechism, Chapter 10- The Benefits of the Mediator’s Work
Instructions: This is an open book exam.  Please answer the following questions as briefly and clearly as you can from your study of the Larger Catechism and your reading of the commentary.  

Remember you are prayerfully considering the call to a pastoral role, so think how you would answer Jesus’ sheep when these questions are asked (and they will be asked!). 

 Do not approach this merely as an exam, but as questions that your sheep, your congregation are asking you as their pastor/elder/shepherd.  Please use as much Scripture as possible to support each answer.  I am praying for you and I love you! 

1. A. Define redemption; B. Briefly explain Christ’s redemption for his people; C. Explain to whom Jesus paid the ransom price in order to redeem us.

2. Read Romans 3:21-26 and explain why God could not forgive sinners without the payment of a ransom price.

3. Our redemption is accomplished by Christ.  How is our redemption applied to us?

4. Did Christ purchase redemption for everyone?  In other words, did Christ die for the sins of every person in the world?  Use as many Biblical texts as you can to support your answer.

5. John Brown, a Christian man has just lost his father to cancer.  He comes to you and tells you that his father “tried hard” and was a good man all of his life.  Mr. Brown tells you that he was sincere, but that he is not sure whether his father is in heaven.  Mr. Brown wants to know from you his elder, if his father’s sincerity will be enough to get him to heaven.  What words of Scripture would you speak to him and how would you minister to him in this sensitive situation?

6. Barney Fife has talked to the elders about joining the visible church and becoming a member of our congregation (he is supposedly a great singer and wants to form a choir).  A. As an elder, can you determine whether Barney is a true Christian? B. What must Deputy Fife do before the elders in order to join our congregation?

7. Compare and contrast the visible and the invisible church.

8. An evangelical man named Larry Fine comes to you and asks you as an elder why church membership is important.  How would you explain to Mr. Fine the special privileges of being part of the visible church and the importance of publicly belonging to a congregation of Christ’s people?

9. What does it mean to say that we are “spiritually and mystically” joined to Christ?  Support your answer from the Bible.

10. What is the external call and the internal call whereby God calls sinners to himself? What is the internal call called?

11. Pastor Moe down the street teaches the members of his congregation that God loves everyone!  In fact, their congregation now has bumper stickers that read: “God loves everyone at Our Congregation- - and We do too!”  One of the members is thinking about visiting KCPC, but wants to know whether we teach that God loves everyone.  How will you respond biblically, yet pastorally to this question.  Support your answer with Scripture.

12. How does God draw and invite his people to Christ?

13. What are other names given for “the elect” in the Bible?  List Scripture references to support your answer.

14. From your reading and study of the Larger Catechism, define the important doctrine of justification by faith alone to the best of your ability.  Take some time to develop this answer since it is “the doctrine upon which the church stands or falls” (Luther).

15. Does justifying faith work?  In other words, if we are justified people, will good works, or good fruit follow? Explain and support from Scripture.

16. Is faith in God a gift?

17. In the history of the Church of Christ, the great difference between the Reformation churches and the Roman Catholic Churches has been their understanding of the relationship between justification and sanctification.     A. Take the time to develop (from the Larger Catechism definitions) as many differences as you can between the two. B. Does justification precede sanctification? C. If so, does sanctification necessarily follow justification?  In other words, if one is justified, will he also necessarily be sanctified? (Consult pages 158-177 to answer this one completely).

18. Alfredo Corleone has been taught that repentance is a one time event in a person’s life.  Mr. Corleone asks you as elder to explain whether this is true or not.  How would you answer his question?\

19. John Wesley and Charles Finney taught that people could achieve perfection in this life if they just would cooperate with the Holy Spirit and not willingly sin against God.  This doctrine was called “Perfectionism”, and some followers of John Wesley and Charles Finney still believe this doctrine.  How would you biblically respond to this false doctrine if someone were to approach you as an elder?

20. During the Medieval period of the Church, the greatest question asked of man was “How can a man be right with God?”  The people sought assurance.  Is it possible to have assurance of salvation?

21. Some in our time, such as the false teacher Harold Camping, have tried to predict the Second Coming of Jesus Christ and the Last Day.  A. Can we know the time of the Second Coming? B. What attitude should we have as believers with regard to the Second Coming?

22. Who will be resurrected on the Last Day to be judged by Christ?

23. Is Hell a real place or just a myth?  Explain you answers from the Larger Catechism and the Bible.

24. Who will be condemned and judged “guilty” for their sins on the Last Day at the Judgment Seat of Christ?  What will be their sentence?

25. Read Romans 8:15-25.  What is the hope of redemption in the future for those who believe?  

Do you agree with the teaching of the Westminster Larger Catechism up to this point? Do you vow to uphold the teachings contained in the Westminster Larger Catechism if you are called to serve Jesus at KCPC in the office of elder or deacon? Do you vow to uphold, by God’s grace the peace and purity of Jesus’ congregation at KCPC?

​​​​Signature _________________________________________________
Larger Catechism Pastoral Questions- Exam III

From Reading in Vos’ Commentary on the Larger Catechism, Chapter 11-12: What Duty God Requires Man (pgs. 221-339)
Instructions: This is an open book exam.  Please answer the following questions as briefly and clearly as you can from your study of the Larger Catechism and your reading of the commentary.  

Remember you are prayerfully considering the call to a pastoral role, so think how you would answer Jesus’ sheep when these questions are asked (and these questions will be asked!). 

 Do not approach this merely as an exam, but as questions that your sheep, your congregation are asking you as their pastor/elder/shepherd.  Please use as much Scripture as possible to support each answer.  I am praying for you and I love you! 

26. A. Who owes complete obedience to the will of God? B. How do we know the will of God? C. Can anyone completely obey the will of God perfectly?

27. A. What four uses does the moral law of God have for all men? B. Explain briefly each four uses of the moral law of God.

1.

2.

3.

4.

28. A. Can eternal life be obtained in any other way than by the fulfilling of God’s moral law?  B. Has any human being ever fulfilled the moral law perfectly? Explain from Larger Catechism and commentary in a few sentences.

29. A. Define “legalism” and how modern Christians can be affected by it.  B. How can Christians be free from legalism?

30. A. Surveys taken today reveal that many Christians do not know the Ten Commandments from memory.  Honestly, write out the Ten Commandments below from memory (then, if you have forgotten them, look them up and write them down).  B. How are the Ten Commandments commonly divided? (see pgs. 241-254)

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

9.

10.

31. A. What eight rules are to be observed for the right understanding of the Ten Commandments?  B. Explain each of the eight rules using your own wording.

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

32. A. How does God reveal the grace of salvation to man before He states his moral law summarily in the Ten Commandments?  B. Why is it important that God reveals His grace and salvation before His Law?

33. What is the sum of the four commandments which contain our duty to God?

34. Briefly explain how the first commandment teaches us to express our devotion and dependence upon God?

35. Why is unbelief in God a “dreadful sin”?

36. What is pride, and why is it condemned in the Bible as a great sin?

37. What does it mean to live “before the face of God”?

38. With respect to the true worship of God revealed in the second commandment, what three duties are imposed on God’s people? Explain each of the three.

1.

2.

3.

39. Why must we be careful to receive, observe, and preserve the true worship of God?  Explain and give specific examples of how we can continually practice this by God’s grace at KCPC.

40. What is the scriptural principle concerning divine worship?

41. What is the sin of idolatry?

42. What is meant in the third commandment concerning not taking God’s name in vain.  Explain in your own words from your study of the Larger Catechism.

43. List three ways that people, including Christians today can take the name of the Lord in vain.

44. A. Is it sinful to misinterpret the Bible? B. If yes, why is it sinful to misinterpret the Bible? Explain in your own words from your study.

45. How is the sovereignty of God often disregarded or denied today?

46. A. What is the difference between the Sabbath of the Old Covenant and the Lord’s Day for the people of the New Covenant?  B. Is the fourth commandment still binding today?  Explain as fully as possible.

47. How should the people at KCPC observe the Sabbath “negatively”? How should the people at KCPC observe the Sabbath “positively”?  Answer from the Commentary on the Larger Catechism.

48. List specifically at least five ways that we as members of KCPC can “remember the Sabbath”.

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

49. List specifically at least five ways that we as members of KCPC can “forget the Sabbath”.

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

50. Do you “keep the Sabbath” as an elder should according to the definition of the fourth commandment in the Larger Catechism?

Do you agree with the teaching of the Westminster Larger Catechism up to this point? Do you vow to uphold the teachings contained in the Westminster Larger Catechism if you are called to serve Jesus at KCPC in the office of elder or deacon? Do you vow to uphold, by God’s grace the peace and purity of Jesus’ congregation at KCPC?
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Larger Catechism Pastoral Questions- Exam IV

From Reading in Vos’ Commentary on the Larger Catechism, Chapter 13-14: God’s Will Expressed in Our Duty to Others (pgs. 340-430)
Instructions: This is an open book exam.  Please answer the following questions as briefly and clearly as you can from your study of the Larger Catechism and your reading of the commentary.  

Remember you are prayerfully considering the call to a pastoral role, so think how you would answer Jesus’ sheep when these questions are asked (and these questions will be asked!). 

 Do not approach this merely as an exam, but as questions that your sheep, your congregation are asking you as their pastor/elder/shepherd.  Please use as much Scripture as possible to support each answer.  I am praying for you and I love you! 

1. A. What is the sum of the six commandments which contain our duty to man? B. Read Luke 10:25-37 and write in your own words how this parable answers the question for us “Who is our neighbor?” (or to whom do we show our love in response to God’s commandment to love our neighbor).  Please think about the implications of the passage from Luke 10 and write them down.

2. A. The fifth commandment is obviously about honoring father and mother, but what is the broader more general scope of the fifth commandment? B. How can understanding these three kinds of relationships help us to better serve in Christ’s Church and to love our neighbor as ourselves? Answer as specifically as you can in a paragraph.  For example, knowing these three kinds of relationships, how would it instruct you to act as an elder/deacon of KCPC?

3. A. What is required of superiors toward their inferiors? Summarize in your own words. B. What does this teach you as you prayerfully seek God’s will of becoming an elder? C. How is teaching or instruction, protection and provision of Christ’s flock, responsibilities or duties of one called to serve Christ as an officer?

4. A. If you are called to be an officer of KCPC, who will be your equals?  B. How can you specifically treat your equals with honor and respect and what example might this set for the entire congregation?  C. How can you sin against your equals? Be specific and think about this.

5. From your reading of the Larger Catechism and Vos’ commentary, how can you specifically seek to avoid murder of yourself and others by God’s grace and Spirit?

6. A. From your reading of the Larger Catechism and Vos’ commentary, how can you specifically seek to avoid committing adultery by God’s grace and Spirit? B. Note: There are some things in Vos’ commentary on the seventh commandment that I think are a bit strict, including his comments on dance and film, but how can understanding his position help us prayerfully to instruct Christians in this regard?

7. From your reading of the Larger Catechism and Vos’ commentary, how can you specifically seek to avoid stealing by God’s grace and Spirit?

8. From your reading of the Larger Catechism and Vos’ commentary, how can you specifically seek to avoid lying by God’s grace and Spirit?

9. A. How can relativism or apathy with regard to the truth of God be considered lying? B. How is it our duty out of love for our neighbor to avoid lying by telling the truth about what God’s Word teaches in a gentle and gracious spirit regardless of the response or outcome? C. How does this instruct you to act in your relationships with other Christians who might disagree with what you believe, or who err in their beliefs (John 17:17)?

10. A. What speech actions are lies? B. What deeds are lies? C. Is silence in speech ever lying? D. Are there situations where we are not obligated to tell the whole truth? Give an example if the answer is yes.

11. A. How can gossip and “talebearing” be a dangerous threat to the life of our congregation at KCPC? B. How can you specifically as an officer avoid gossip and “talebearing” and work to prevent it from occurring by God’s grace within our congregation?

12. A. Why is contentment an important trait to pursue and to desire God to develop in us by His Gracious Holy Spirit? B. How would you minister to a sheep who is dealing with great discontentment?

13. A. Is any man able perfectly to keep the commandments of God (Yes/No).  B. How can this reality help us to grow in our relationship with Jesus Christ? C. Take a moment to sincerely repent before God and to confess your sins, knowing that he is faithful to forgive you and cleanse you from all unrighteousness.

14. All sins are heinous, or very wicked in God’s sight.  Are all sins equally wicked in God’s sight? Explain and give an example of this (Some might say: “I thought a sin was a sin no matter what?!”).

15. A. If you are called to serve as an officer in Christ’s Church, how can your sins “aggravate” or be more heinous in the sight of God? B. How can our knowledge of Biblical truth (even the knowledge that you have learned since studying the Larger Catechism) aggravate sin in God’s sight?

16. Where do all sins originate? How is this helpful in understanding how to counsel others, or to apply Scriptural teaching and truth to bring about real and lasting change by God’s grace in our lives and others?

17. What does every sin deserve at the hands of God?

18. How can we escape God’s wrath being such pitiful and unworthy sinners? How will this truth shape and inform your ministry for Christ?  Answer specifically.

19. A. Did you learn a lot about sin and the depths of sin in your own heart from a study of the Larger Catechism? B. Is it important that we frequent this section often in your opinion? C. If you are called to be an officer of our congregation, do you think this teaching on the Law of God from the Larger Catechism is vital and valuable to the sheep at KCPC? D. Would you encourage the teaching, reading and studying of the Larger Catechism?

20. How does reading understanding the Law of God help you to understand more precisely and effectively what is the beauty of grace and holiness?

21. Take a moment to reflect on your duty to God and to others.  Take the time to pray now and spend time asking God to help you in the areas where the Law of God convicted you.  Worship the glorious and loving Lord Jesus now for all that he has done for you!  Praise to the Lamb who was slain from the foundation of the world!

Do you agree with the teaching of the Westminster Larger Catechism up to this point? Do you vow to uphold the teachings contained in the Westminster Larger Catechism if you are called to serve Jesus at KCPC in the office of elder or deacon? Do you vow to uphold, by God’s grace the peace and purity of Jesus’ congregation at KCPC?
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Larger Catechism Pastoral Questions- Exam V

From Reading in Vos’ Commentary on the Larger Catechism, Chapter 15-16: God’s Word and the Sacraments (pgs. 431-511)
Instructions: This is an open book exam.  Please answer the following questions as briefly and clearly as you can from your study of the Larger Catechism and your reading of the commentary.  

Remember you are prayerfully considering the call to a pastoral role, so think how you would answer Jesus’ sheep when these questions are asked (and these questions will be asked!). 

 Do not approach this merely as an exam, but as questions that your sheep, your congregation are asking you as their pastor/elder/shepherd.  Please use as much Scripture as possible to support each answer.  I am praying for you and I love you! 

1. A. How has God provided a way for us to be saved from his wrath and curse due to our transgression of the holy Law of God? (Include the three responses we should have to God’s salvation).  B. What is the difference between repentance and faith? C. What are the “outward means of God’s grace”?

2. How is the Word an outward means of grace and used by the Holy Spirit?  Answer in a paragraph in your own words.

3. How are the Sacraments an outward means of grace and used by the Holy Spirit?  Answer in a paragraph in your own words.

4. How is prayer an outward means of grace and used by the Holy Spirit? Answer in a paragraph in your own words.

5. Why is it of utmost importance for the officers at KCPC to be examples in their making use of God’s means of grace and seeing that others make use of these means as often as possible?

6. A. How does the Holy Spirit use the Word to save a person? B. What two methods of using the Word of God does the Holy Spirit make use of to bring about the salvation of sinners? C. What must the Holy Spirit do in a person’s heart before they can respond in repentance and faith? D. Does this mean that the regeneration of the Holy Spirit must always precede man’s faith? Yes/No.

7. A. If man is dead in trespasses and sins according to Ephesians 2, why do many Bible-believing Christians today teach that man has the ability to repent and believe and then they are born again? B. What Scriptural justification do they have for such claims?  C. How would you respond Biblically to this extremely popular teaching today?

8. A. Can anyone read or preach the Bible in public worship? B. Why is it important to have family Bible reading time, or family devotion, or family worship? C. Think about yourself.  Do you engage in family Bible reading, devotion, or worship as you should as an officer?  Remember the question that the Apostle Paul asks in 1 Timothy 3:4-6 “If a man cannot manage his own household, how can he manage the household of God?” (paraphrased).

9. A. As officers of KCPC how can we strive to teach the flock the importance of hearing and heeding God’s Word when it is read and preached? B. How can we strive by God’s grace to teach the flock the importance of reading and studying the Bible with diligence?

10. A. Who has the authority to preach from KCPC’s pulpit? B. Why is it important that a man be called, gifted, and educated for the task? Is this not being “puffed up” and proud? C. How does the divine call to the ministry and the call of the church work together? D. At this point, do you think you have received a divine call and have been gifted for the task according to Titus 1 and 1 Timothy 3 (Read these scriptures again and answer honestly)?

11. List as many ways possible that the Word of God is to be preached (451-455).

12. A. What is required of those that hear the Word preached? B. How can we prepare (and teach the sheep as well) to hear the Word preached? C. What is the importance of prayer with regards to preaching?

13. As officers how can we teach the sheep at KCPC humbly to discern whether the Word of God is truly being preached?

14. Define a sacrament.  Please write in your own words (not merely Vos’ definition), to the best of your ability, the definition of a sacrament.  Please include the meaning of a sign and the thing signified.  Also, tell how the Holy Spirit uses the sacraments as means of grace.

15. Are sacraments useful practically in the believer’s life? Why, or why not. Explain in your own words.

16. What is the connection between the “outward and sensible sign” and the “inward and spiritual grace” in the sacraments?

17. A. What is the meaning of baptism? B. What connection does baptism have with the forgiveness of sins? C. What connection does baptism have with the new birth?

18. A. What two classes are members of the visible church divided? B. Why are the children of Christian parent’s members of the church from birth? C. Should we encourage all parents in our congregation to baptize their babies as officers in God’s church?

19. A. List five popular objections against infant baptism. B. How would you respond scripturally to the objections against infant baptism? (you may use the catechism and commentary to help you- - but think about this, you will be asked this one often in our community!- pgs. 477-478). C. Do you believe infant baptism is biblical?

20. What does it mean to “improve our baptism”?  Explain in your own words.

21. A. What is the essential meaning of the Lord’s Supper? B. What happens when we partake in the Lord’s Supper?

22. A. How do they that worthily communicate in the Lord’s Supper feed upon the body and blood of Christ? Answer in your own words. B. Is Christ present in the bread and wine? If yes, how is Christ present in the Lord’s Supper?

23. List and define the three views historically of Christ’s presence in the Lord’s Supper.

1.

2.

3.

24. A. Why is there a special preparation for the Lord’s Supper? B. Who should be invited to the Lord’s Supper? C. Who should be warned not to partake (include your understanding of “open” or “closed” communion and “fencing Christ’s table”)?

25. A. If you were interviewing a young man named Tom who desires to partake in the Lord’s Supper yet is not a member of KCPC, how would you find out as an officer if he was able to “discern the body and blood of the Lord”? B. Should there be an age restriction with regards to the Lord’s Supper? Answer in your own opinion.

Do you agree with the teaching of the Westminster Larger Catechism up to this point? Do you vow to uphold the teachings contained in the Westminster Larger Catechism if you are called to serve Jesus at KCPC in the office of elder or deacon? Do you vow to uphold, by God’s grace the peace and purity of Jesus’ congregation at KCPC?
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Larger Catechism Pastoral Questions- Exam VI

From Reading in Vos’ Commentary on the Larger Catechism, Chapter 17: Prayer (pgs. 512-589).  This final exam also includes questions from Chapter 8 of ‘The Church’ by Clowney, and two other articles I want you to read: Dispensationalism vs. Covenant Theology and “Why Do We Baptize Infants in the OPC?” (see attached)
Instructions: This is an open book exam.  Please answer the following questions as briefly and clearly as you can from your study of the Larger Catechism and your reading of the commentary.  

 Do not approach this merely as an exam, but as questions that your sheep, your congregation are asking you as their pastor/elder/shepherd.  Please use as much Scripture as possible to support each answer.  I am praying for you and I love you! 

Vos’ Commentary on the Larger Catechism/Chapter 17: Prayer

1. A. What is prayer? B. Why do we pray in the name of Christ as believers living in the New Covenant?

2. A. To Whom do we offer our prayers? B. Why do we offer our prayers up to God by faith? C. Should we ever direct our prayers to anyone else? D. Some churches have historically prayed to others in addition to God.  How do you critique this practice in light of Scripture?

The Church: Marks of the Church

Dispensationalism vs. Covenant Theology

“Why Do We Baptize Infants in the OPC?”
Do you agree with the teaching of the Westminster Larger Catechism up to this point? Do you vow to uphold the teachings contained in the Westminster Larger Catechism if you are called to serve Jesus at KCPC in the office of elder or deacon? Do you vow to uphold, by God’s grace the peace and purity of Jesus’ congregation at KCPC?
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