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I. The knowledge of God and that of ourselves are connected.  How are they interrelated?

Calvin teaches us in his Institutes of the Christian Religion that true knowledge of man, of one’s self, must begin with our knowledge of God; this is the beginning of true wisdom and knowledge (the book of Proverbs teaches us that the fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom).  Man has been made in God’s image and for a man to truly know himself, he must have an accurate knowledge of God.  Man however receives from God, for to start with man would only end up with a god fashioned merely after man.

II. What it is to know God, and to what purpose the knowledge of Him tends.

To know God is the reason for man’s existence.  Man has no other reason to be here on earth, as created, than for God’s glory and pleasure.  The Westminster Confession of Faith in the Shorter Catechism teaches us that the “Chief end of man is to glorify God and enjoy Him forever.”

III. The knowledge of God has been naturally implanted in the minds of men.

The divinitatis sensum, or sense of divinity is in every man because he has been made in God’s image.  God has implanted within the soul of man evidence of himself.  Man has no reason not to truly glorify God because of his graciousness and because man reflects God as the pinnacle of His created works.

IV. This knowledge is either smothered or corrupted, partly by ignorance, partly by malice.

However, because of man’s falleness and inclination toward evil and sin he does not glorify God as he ought; as one made in His image.  Instead, as the Apostle Paul teaches, man suppresses the true knowledge of God.  Man is a creation of God without a doubt, but because of the Fall, man is unable to recognize God.  His mind exists to glorify God and man tries to reason away God’s existence.  The Fallen mind of man produces idols in man’s image rather than God’s.  The Fallen mind is an idol factory.

V. The knowledge of God shines forth in the fashioning of the universe and the continuing government of it.

Not only has God revealed himself internally in man, he has revealed himself clearly externally- - in the creation.  The creation, as well as man himself, is a reflection of God’s glory and goodness, but man worships and serves the created, rather than the Creator who is forever praised (Rom. 1).  God has clearly revealed himself to man in all of His works and goodness.  Therefore, man is without excuse.

VI. Scripture is needed as a guide and teacher for anyone who would come to God the Creator.

Although God has clearly revealed himself to man, he communicates through His revelation in Scripture in a redemptive way that is unique.  God reveals himself through Scripture to affirm and convince man of what he already knows to be true internally and externally.  Scripture is the true guide to know God and glorify him forever.  Religion that is based on man’s whims is idolatry, not the true worship of God.

VII. Scripture must be confirmed by the witness of the Spirit.  Thus may its authority be established as certain; and it is a wicked falsehood that its credibility depends on the judgment of the Church.

Scripture affirms itself to man as God’s word internally and externally.  When man reads the Scripture, there is not doubt that this book is from the hand of God.  However, to be truly convinced of this- - to be regenerated and with a tendency to godliness and love for God, man must be changed by the Spirit.  The greatest minds in history- -philosophers and scientists- -have plumbed the depths of creation and sought to establish religions pleasing to man.  These religions are false and idolatrous and come from the wicked heart of Fallen man.  In 1 Cor. 2, the Apostle Paul teaches that no one understands the things of God without the Spirit; they are foolishness to them.  The mind and heart of fallen man desires not God and thinks that any religion that is revealed by God is foolishness.  They are threatened by the authority of Scripture- -it’s truth and claims- - even though they know it to be truly of God.  It is not the Church that gives the Scripture authority, but God himself.  

VIII. Fanatics, Abandoning Scripture and Flying Over to Revelation, Cast Down All the Principles of Godliness.

Some men which Calvin calls “fanatics” try to bypass the only true revelation of God by appealing to direct communication of God’s Spirit to man.  They say they hear the Spirit speaking and gain additional knowledge about God directly.  Any teaching that is not based on God’s Word is to be rejected immediately because the Spirit, the Author of God’s revelatory Scripture, and the Scripture itself are inseparably joined together.  There is not other Word spoken from heaven, revealing the true God which has been given to man.  The Word spoken and the only saving revelation from God is found in Holy Scripture (this is not to deny God’s clear knowledge of himself in nature; it is only to point out that man cannot come to a saving knowledge of Jesus Christ apart from the Scriptures containing God’s special revelation).

