Christ and the Patriarch Noah: The Hope of Salvation
Rev. Charles R. Biggs

Introductory Remarks

     This Bible study is written so that the Church might get a better grasp of the historical significance of Christ in the Old Testament, while avoiding the dangers of confusing the types with the reality in heaven.  This means that while God has revealed the Christ in the Old Testament, we should not look for him under “every rock” as it were, but depend on clear scriptural evidence that points us to consider how God was in Christ, progressively redeeming a people, in a particular historical person.  
     In this particular study, we will be looking at the narrative in the book of Genesis, chapters five through nine, to get an understanding of how Christ was in the Old Testament in the historical person of Noah the Patriarch.  This study is designed for groups to read and consider the narrative of Genesis, coupled with the other Scriptural passages to see the overall working of God’s grace toward his people in history.  
Keep in mind that the entire narrative is not provided merely for our enjoyment, but it has a purpose: to reveal Christ and his redemption of man through a promise.  At the end of the study, there are questions for discussion that I trust you will find helpful.  Please begin the study by asking God to reveal to you in these passages his Son, the Lord Jesus Christ.  It is for him, and his glory that this study has been written.  Soli Deo Gloria!
     Upon considering Noah as a historical, Biblical figure in the Old Testament who prefigures Christ, we must begin by asking “from whence does he come?”  It is most important to trace his line to that of Adam.  Moreover, to trace his line to the promise given to Adam after God presents a covering, a saving initiative to Adam and Eve in the garden of God after they transgressed his commandments.  
When reading the beginning of Genesis, particularly chapter three, we see God in his wonderful saving grace coming to Adam and Eve and promising them a redeemer from their own posterity.
Gen 3:14-21

So the LORD God said to the serpent, "Because you have done this, "Cursed are you above all the livestock and all the wild animals! You will crawl on your belly and you will eat dust all the days of your life.  And I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring and hers; he will crush your head, and you will strike his heel."  To the woman he said, "I will greatly increase your pains in childbearing; with pain you will give birth to children. Your desire will be for your husband, and he will rule over you."  To Adam he said, "Because you listened to your wife and ate from the tree about which I commanded you, `You must not eat of it,' "Cursed is the ground because of you; through painful toil you will eat of it all the days of your life.  It will produce thorns and thistles for you, and you will eat the plants of the field.  By the sweat of your brow you will eat your food until you return to the ground, since from it you were taken; for dust you are and to dust you will return."  Adam named his wife Eve, because she would become the mother of all the living.  The LORD God made garments of skin for Adam and his wife and clothed them.  (NIV)

     In Chapter five of Genesis we have the promise that has been historically fulfilled thus far.  The Scripture tells us of the genealogy of Noah the Patriarch as an introduction to his importance in redemptive history.  The story of Noah is much more than a mere Bible study concerning a flood that occurred.
  It is real redemptive history that happened in God’s providence, by his grace and mercy to his people.  However, the importance of Noah is not merely his historical significance, although this is great.  The importance of Noah is how he is historically a type of Christ yet to come.  
     Redemptive history records in the book of Genesis, Noah’s line from God to Adam, from Seth to Enosh, to Kenan, to Mahalalel, to Jared; from Jared to Enoch to Methuselah, from Methuselah to Lamech, Noah’s father; from Lamech to Noah.  This genealogy is our Sovereign God’s bringing forth his Christ in real time and history, through real significant men who lived during this time.  The story of Noah is the progression of what God had foreordained from the beginning to accomplish.  Paul speaks of this sovereign working and grace of God in Ephesians Chapter one:

Eph 1:3-12

Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in the heavenly realms with every spiritual blessing in Christ.  For he chose us in him before the creation of the world to be holy and blameless in his sight. In love he predestined us to be adopted as his sons through Jesus Christ, in accordance with his pleasure and will-- to the praise of his glorious grace, which he has freely given us in the One he loves.  In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins, in accordance with the riches of God's grace that he lavished on us with all wisdom and understanding.  And he made known to us the mystery of his will according to his good pleasure, which he purposed in Christ, to be put into effect when the times will have reached their fulfillment-- to bring all things in heaven and on earth together under one head, even Christ.  In him we were also chosen, having been predestined according to the plan of him who works out everything in conformity with the purpose of his will, in order that we, who were the first to hope in Christ, might be for the praise of his glory. (NIV)

     Chapter five of Genesis ends with verse 32 and says: “After Noah was 500 years old, he became the father of Shem, Ham, and Japheth.  We will understand the significance of the genealogy ending with Noah’s sons later in our study, for now notice the importance the Bible stresses upon Noah’s sons.  For it is not Noah who is the Christ, but a vessel which God will choose and use for his own good will toward man.  When we begin Chapter six of Genesis there is an entirely different tone from that which precedes.  Moses begins to speak of two lines of people: a faithful, chosen people who are of the line of Seth and an ungodly line from the unbeliever Cain; both of them God’s elected individuals to bring about future salvation and judgment.

     In Chapter six we read of the condemnation of man, the repentance in God for ever making man.  The two lines have intermingled and intermarried.  This is why it is important for God later to call Noah and his family apart, to separate them as his godly people like God will also do with Noah’s great descendents Abraham and Moses.  With the intermarriage of the “Sons of God” and “Sons of Man”, the lines of both Seth and Cain, comes the turning of affections of the godly line to the affections of sinful man.  This is not to say that the Sons of God were inherently righteous anymore than the Sons of Man.  
Both deserved God’s just condemnation and punishment; both lines deserved God’s wrath and affliction.  However, the LORD God had made a promise to Adam and Eve in the garden that he would bring forth his Promised One, the Christ.  By God’s grace he desired to call a people to himself, to sanctify them, make them holy and fit for his service.  We could call this an Old Testament “Church” because it is merely God’s called out people that we are speaking about.  God’s called out people whether under the Old Covenant or the New, depended on God’s grace and his provision to secure their position of favor.  In verse 8, the Scripture brings us from God’s “repentance” over the making of man, to the patriarch Noah “that found favor in the eyes of the Lord”.
     Noah was not righteous inherently, but God chose Noah from all the other men who deserved his just wrath to preserve his people.  God had made a covenant before the creation of man that if man were to fall, the Second Person of the Trinity, the Christ of God, would be the one who would not only give his righteousness as is clearly revealed in the New Testament, but would be the substitute, the Second Adam on behalf of sinful man.  
Noah found favor in the eyes of the Lord because the Lord looked upon him with favor.  Noah would be called to God, set apart in order to save a people much like the Christ would historically do in real time and history when the “fullness of time would come” (Gal. 4:4).  Noah would be the chosen instrument of God so that through one man, righteousness would be given to all those who believed.  Moreover, that those who were only worthy of death, while they were yet sinners might be partakers of God’s righteousness, and that the Christ who had no sin would become a sin offering for God’s people (Rom. 5:8-21).  
     Although the Apostle Paul never uses the Patriarch Noah when speaking of the “Second Adam” in a particular theological way, he is a “Second Adam” in the sense that God had made a Covenant of Works that the First Adam failed, and he provided Noah in his grace to reestablish his covenant with sinful man.  
This is the way the Scripture reveals to us historically how something can be true in time and history but truly significant as to how it is defined according to God’s ordaining.  Noah is a type of Christ and therefore a “Second Adam” that accomplishes in the same way that the Christ would do in the future.  Paul speaks in Romans five of the righteousness of the Second Adam, which is Christ.  Notice the similarities between what God accomplished in Noah, and that which was to be accomplished in Christ:
Rom 5:14-19: Nevertheless, death reigned from the time of Adam to the time of Moses, even over those who did not sin by breaking a command, as did Adam, who was a pattern of the one to come.  But the gift is not like the trespass. For if the many died by the trespass of the one man, how much more did God's grace and the gift that came by the grace of the one man, Jesus Christ, overflow to the many!  Again, the gift of God is not like the result of the one man's sin: The judgment followed one sin and brought condemnation, but the gift followed many trespasses and brought justification.  For if, by the trespass of the one man, death reigned through that one man, how much more will those who receive God's abundant provision of grace and of the gift of righteousness reign in life through the one man, Jesus Christ.  Consequently, just as the result of one trespass was condemnation for all men, so also the result of one act of righteousness was justification that brings life for all men.  For just as through the disobedience of the one man the many were made sinners, so also through the obedience of the one man the many will be made righteous. (NIV)

     God could have sent the Christ the moment Adam and Eve sinned and fell out of God’s favor; and in a sense he did.  As we learned from Ephesians Chapter one, “from the foundation of the earth God saved his people.”  The Bible as redemptive history tells the story of how this progressed in time.  
It is as if God wanted to display his eternal provision and choosing of his people in the Christ throughout history, in time.  Men are beings created in the image of God, but they are bound by time and history.  There is a past, present and future for man.  Whereas with God, he is eternal and lives in an eternal realm.  His foretelling of events will always come to pass because with God one day is like a thousand of man’s years (cf. 2 Peter 3:8).  For God, when he declares and ordains something, we understand it as men as foreordination, but for God there are no foreordination.  Rather, he merely ordains it, and what he ordains and wills comes to pass in redemptive, human history.  This is the will of God for man to understand the meaning of Bible texts whether in the Old or New Testaments: God was in Christ reconciling his people to him.
     When the narrative of Genesis 6: 9-14 tells us that Noah was a righteous man, that he found favor in the eyes of God, that he was blameless among the people of his time, it is important to remember that it was because “he walked with God.”  This is much like the Christ would walk with God, whom the Lord of heaven proclaimed at his baptism and transgression: “This is my Son whom I am well pleased.”  
God had revealed himself to Noah’s descendents, and he continued to believe as they did upon the Promise that was to come.  Then God tells Noah a great judgment would be coming upon the earth.  Hebrews chapter eleven, verse 7 tells us, “By faith Noah, when warned about things not yet seen, in holy fear built an ark to save his family. By his faith he condemned the world and became heir of the righteousness that comes by faith.”(NIV)  God tells Noah in Genesis verse 13 that “I am going to put an end to all people, for the earth is filled with violence because of them.  I am surely going to destroy both them and the earth.”  Up until now in the progress of redemptive history, God had made a promise to man that he would send a deliverer from the loins of Adam and Eve to propitiate the effects of the Fall.  He had only made a covenant of works with man historically, and he had made a covenant within the Holy Trinity between the Person of the Father and the Person of the Son.  After the transgression of man when the Covenant of works was broken and God’s favor was lost, God in his grace still provided hope in the person of the Christ who was to come in history.
     Upon calling Noah apart obviously from his birth and his heritage in his family, because he was taught to revere God and to worship him, God revealed to Noah what no one else could know about his judgment.  His judgment would come in a flood.  God tells Noah how to prepare for this flood by the building of a great ark.  This ark would not only save Noah, his wife and his three sons and their wives, but the creation of the animals and creatures upon the earth, and eventually, redemptive-historically it would save all of God’s people.
  God’s grace was not only addressed to man, but to God’ creatures, revealing the importance of God’s creation and the fact that we do not long as men merely for the redemption of men, but for the whole creation to be renewed (Rom. 8:18-24; cf. John 3:16, 17). 
    To understand the importance of Noah as a type of Old Testament Christ, we should not fail to see what God is doing in the ark with Noah and his family.  God is destroying those who apart from he who has found favor in God’s eyes, outside of God’s covenant as it were.  Inside the ark the righteous line is being preserved and not destroyed (as justice would require), but it is also like an entire righteous city that will one day be saved when the Church, God’s elect, will be called home to be with Christ forever in his presence; to live apart from the destruction and wrath of God that he will bring upon the earth (cf. 1 Thess. 4:16, 17; 2 Pet. 3: 9-13).

     The most precious words are uttered to Noah in verse 18 of Genesis six when God says: “I will establish my covenant with you, and you will enter the ark- - you and your sons and your wife and your son’s wives with you.”  God instructed Noah with not only the details for constructing the ark, but whom and what was to go into the ark to be saved.  God in his grace even provided clean and unclean animals to live in the ark and be preserved; the clean animals would provide the animals for worship of God in spirit and truth later when the covenant between God and Noah would be officially established after the judgment of sinful man.
     In chapter seven, verse 5 we read: “And Noah did all that the Lord commanded him.”  Here was obedience to God that did not waver.  Here was faith in the midst of a dying and unrighteousness, murderous generation that persecuted Noah for saying that judgment was coming upon the earth.  Did this preaching bring repentance to the unrighteous inhabitants of the earth?  Did this judgment of God bring godly sorrow?  No, but that they persecuted Noah all the more.  This was a shadow of what the Christ when he was to come and tabernacle among men would experience.  He declared the saving grace of God, he promised that those who believed would be saved.  He warned that those who do not believe are already condemned under God’s wrath but men that God has not set his affection upon do not believe, they scoff and ridicule with a hostility that turns to anger, wrath and eventually the raising up of God’s righteous Son on the cross (John 3:13-21).  
This irony, this paradox was the very means whereby God saved men.  He would have been just, as the holy God to punish the unrighteous, but he also was the justifier of all who believed in the Christ (Rom. 3:23-26).  Noah believed God and it was credited to him as righteousness (cf. Rom. 4).  Not as Abraham who looked and hoped for a city to come, but never saw it.  For Noah, God revealed his judgment directly before his eyes.  He knew from what he had been saved- - the great judgment of waters fell upon the earth covering the highest mountain peaks while Noah and his family saw God righteousness and grace literally fulfilled as the rose above the waves in the salvation of the ark.
     It is interesting to note that this judgment of God in the form of a flood was likened to the judgment at the end of all things, when God will renew the creature and the creation in the future.  Christ himself refers to the time of Noah when speaking to the multitudes on the mount concerning his return:
Matt 24:35-44

Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will never pass away.  "No one knows about that day or hour, not even the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father.  As it was in the days of Noah, so it will be at the coming of the Son of Man.  For in the days before the flood, people were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, up to the day Noah entered the ark; and they knew nothing about what would happen until the flood came and took them all away. That is how it will be at the coming of the Son of Man.

Two men will be in the field; one will be taken and the other left.  Two women will be grinding with a hand mill; one will be taken and the other left.  "Therefore keep watch, because you do not know on what day your Lord will come.  But understand this: If the owner of the house had known at what time of night the thief was coming, he would have kept watch and would not have let his house be broken into.  So you also must be ready, because the Son of Man will come at an hour when you do not expect him. (NIV)

     In these passages Christ likens the historical flood which was unexpected by sinful man, to his coming again.  He says that everything was happening as normal, everyday life when the flood waters rushed in and took all men by surprise.  You can imagine those sinful men receiving just judgment from God, cursing him for doing what he said he would do.  You can imagine the futile attempts at the people rushing outside their homes or into their homes to get their earthly valuables and attempt to escape with them, to save their things from the waters only to lose their bodies and souls in the destruction.  When Noah entered the ark Christ says, the people did not know what would happen to them and he likens this to the day of his own return.  
     We must also begin to understand this from God’s perspective and not merely from our own human perspective.  God righteously judged the people.  All were deserving of his wrath in the flood, but he saved a few.  He separated Noah and his family, the righteous from the unrighteous in the same way that he will separate the sheep and the goats in the future (Matt. 25:31-46).  
The sheep will be those saved by Christ’s satisfaction of God’s wrath on their behalf, those chosen from the foundation of the world, who get what they do not deserve because they are found clothed with Christ’s righteousness as the skins provided by God to Adam and Eve.  While the goats will get what they deserve when they are sent into the place of everlasting destruction much like the flood.
     In Genesis chapter seven, verses 11 and 12 we read: “In the six hundredth year of Noah’s life, on the seventeenth day of the seventh month-  -on that day all the springs of the great deep burst forth, and the floodgates of the heavens were opened.  And rain fell on the earth forty days and forty nights.”  When the judgment began, “on that very day”, Noah and his family were immediately sheltered by the grace of the Lord’s provision in the ark.  Noah not only was told that the impending judgment was coming; he not only partook in God’s righteousness, and in that received instructions for the construction of the ark, but when Noah and his family and part of God’s creation had entered the ark, “The LORD shut him in.”  What a wonderful, historical testimony of God’s love from start to finish.
Gen 7:13-24

On that very day Noah and his sons, Shem, Ham and Japheth, together with his wife and the wives of his three sons, entered the ark.  They had with them every wild animal according to its kind, all livestock according to their kinds, every creature that movesalong the ground according to its kind and every bird according to its kind, everything with wings.  Pairs of all creatures that have the breath of life in them came to Noah and entered the ark.  The animals going in were male and female of every living thing, as God had commanded Noah. Then the LORD shut him in.  For forty days the flood kept coming on the earth, and as the waters increased they lifted the ark high above the earth.  The waters rose and increased greatly on the earth, and the ark floated on the surface of the water.  They rose greatly on the earth, and all the high mountains under the entire heavens were covered.  The waters rose and covered the mountains to a depth of more than twenty feet.  Every living thing that moved on the earth perished-- birds, livestock, wild animals, all the creatures that swarm over the earth, and all mankind.  Everything on dry land that had the breath of life in its nostrils died.  Every living thing on the face of the earth was wiped out; men and animals and the creatures that move along the ground and the birds of the air were wiped from the earth. Only Noah was left, and those with him in the ark.  The waters flooded the earth for a hundred and fifty days. (NIV)

If this had been the end of the narrative, we should have reason to consider perhaps that the duration of Noah’s life was spent on the ark.  We have no reason to think otherwise but that God willed him to stay on the ark, but this was not the case.  After the narrative tells us of the grace of God in the preservation of Noah, contrasted with the judgment of God upon all things on dry land that had “life in its nostrils,” Chapter eight, verse 1 says that “God remembered Noah and all the animals and the livestock that were with him in the ark…and the waters receded.”  The Author and Perfector of our faith not only began a good work in Noah and his family, but he completed it and brought Noah to a place for God to make a gracious covenant with him.  
     It was through Noah and his seed that the Patriarch Abraham would come whom God would make a covenant people called by His Name.  It was through Noah and his seed that Moses was to come: the great deliverer that would rescue God’s called out people (his assembly) out of bondage to worship him that he may eventually tabernacle and dwell among.  It was through Noah and his seed that the prophets of Israel would rise and proclaim judgment both in freedom and captivity among God’s people and further the promise of the Messiah; the Lord’s Anointed, the Christ who was to come.  
It was through Noah and his seed that the Christ would come in the fullness of time, born of a woman, born under law to deliver up God’s people from bondage once and for all, who all their life they were kept in slavery to the devil (cf. Gal. 4:4; Heb. 2:13-18).  Through Noah’s descendants the Christ, God would come on behalf of his people as the second Adam to fulfill the covenant that was broken many times over; to live a life of positive righteousness and fulfill his own law and requirements (Matt. 5:17-20; Rom. 5:12-21).  It was Noah’s descendent Christ who, though he was without sin, would become a sin offering for all (Rom. 5:8).  
God through Noah would eventually redeem his people and his creation, bringing them back to his presence in holiness and righteousness, so that they might live next to the waters of life that flow by God’s throne and partake in the tree of life, that ancient sacrament that was forbidden the first Adam (Rev. 21:22- 22:5).  “Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God”, Christ promises to us in his proclamation on earth of the Kingdom of God that had come, and was yet to come.
     But now let us consider the covenant which God made with Noah, so that we might better appreciate God’s acts and works in redemptive history.  Once the waters had receded and the earth was once again dry, “Noah came out, together with his sons and his wife and his son’s wives”, verse 18 of chapter 8 tells us.  Later, Noah worships the LORD who has saved him upon the altar, and this is pleasing to the LORD.  The LORD smells the aroma of the sacrifice and says: “Never again will I curse the ground because of man, even though every inclination of his heart is evil from childhood.  And never again will I destroy all living creatures, as I have done.”  We see the graciousness of the LORD God in these verses and his provision that would come in His Christ: although man is sinful from birth and every thought of his heart evil, God will save a particular people to himself.  
     As we come upon the official covenant God makes with Noah it is important to see the funneling process, so to speak, of how God was taking a people for himself.  In the beginning of creation, God’s favor was addressed to universal mankind.  After the fall however, God promises a seed and from this seed he would eventually bring forth his Christ as we have already discussed.  In this particular election, God is bringing about his purposes through those he has set apart to be his own.  
In the flood and with Noah, his family, and the creatures upon the ark, we see a glimpse of another universal creation, preserved by God to repopulate the earth.  Later, God would command for the seed of Noah to repopulate the earth (Gen. 9:1, 7).  This is very important for understanding redemptive history.  When God shows his favor to a universal people he again narrows his redemption down to the family of Shem, then to Abraham, to Israel who were to be the witness, or window of God’s grace upon the earth. 
Eventually, even many of Israel fell outside of the covenant promises through disobedience and neglect of bringing light and salvation to the rest of the world.  In God’s time, he would send true Israel, the Christ who would once and for all offer redemption universally to the world.  This is not to say that God will save everyone, but that God’s purposes were for his called out people to make his salvation known.  When Christ comes as the fulfillment of God’s promise and as the One to fulfill the covenant, he brings salvation not only to Israel, but to the nations: the Gentiles.  God’s grace has been made known to the whole world, to all those who will believe (Rom. 9:6-8).
     In chapter 9, God tells Noah to repopulate the earth.  As we have discussed, although salvation was to be universal, the paradox in God’s sovereignty was that this universal grace directed to all who would believe came through Noah’s particular family.  In verse 9, God says: “I now establish my covenant with you and with your descendants after you and with every living creature that was with you- - the birds, the livestock, and all the wild animals, all those that came out of the ark with you - -every living creature on the earth.”  God speaks here to Noah of a new creation.  
A creation that was to be born to him just as Adam had been before although he failed the covenant which God had made with him.  The importance of this covenant was not so much the obedience of Noah and his general posterity, but the particular One, the Christ who was to fulfill the covenant perfectly.  Christ in Noah was the ultimate new creation which in his suffering, death and resurrection would make those who believed in him new creations (2 Cor. 5:17), but God was also to redeem all creation, man and living thing.  This points us to the true regenerative power of our Sovereign God who through history, before the eyes of all people and in the ink of historians, God was to redeem his people so that those who disbelieve are without excuse (Rom. 1:17-31).
     Because of Noah and every man’s lack of faith, he set aside a visible reminder of his grace to us.  The God who can separate natural parts of his creation such as trees, rainbows, water, flesh, wine and bread to aid us in understanding not only who God is, but the promises he has in store for those who believe.  In verse 12, God says: “This is the sign of the covenant I am making between me and you, and every living creature with you, a covenant for all generations to come: I have set my rainbow in the clouds, and it will be the sign of the covenant between me and the earth.”  Here again, the promise, the covenant sign was to be God’s redemption not merely to man, but to the whole earth, his entire creation.  “Oh, the depth of the riches of the knowledge of God, how unsearchable are his judgments and his paths beyond tracing out!”
     From the table of nations in Genesis chapter 10, we see how God historically took one righteous man aside who walked with God, and through his seed was to bring redemption to the whole earth; but also judgment, ultimately bringing us to God’s Christ who was to come as the fulfillment of the Promise and the One who would fulfill God’s covenant demands.  
We see Noah as Christ, not only in his identity of being a type of Christ, but in the historical-redemptive reality that he was a fallible man who was called by God and much like the infallible man who would later come from heaven.  The works of God are established in real time and earthly history in the man Noah, but as Christians we must always be willing to look beyond mere human history to the Christ-of-history which God was bringing to pass- - progressively.  We may enjoy the story of Noah as a story in itself but we must never be satisfied to read the Old Testament only in this manner.  For it is not the story in itself that is important, but God’s story, in his-story, or history that is working in time and bringing us through events to culminate in the coming of the Kingdom and the Son he loves.  Blessed be the God of Noah, who for us, and for our salvation came down to earth in the Person of Christ to redeem the ones whom he set his affections upon!  
     In these troubled times, as people of God, it is important to place our whole faith in the God of Noah.  To read Scripture remembering the promises God has made- - kept and accomplished in Christ.  As the Church, we do not live in a different time as Noah.  We are not persecuted beyond our ability to endure, nor should we ever question God’s purpose in his providence and redemption.  We should take great comfort in the fact that God’s promises do not fail.  He has established his covenant with the Christ, and the Christ has come and fulfilled all of God’s requirements of the Law.  He has obeyed God perfectly on our behalf and taken the wrath of God upon him to redeem and purchase a people and creation.  May we hope in the God of Noah, as we see the Christ in the Old Testament, and seek him while he may be found of us.  
For Today is the Day of Salvation and we must trust in his promises and depend upon Christ alone for our salvation.  In Christ we are saved from the wrath which is to come; repent and flee the coming wrath of Almighty God!
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Questions for Group Discussions

1) In discussion the story of Noah, why is the larger biblical context so important for our understanding as Christians?  Why are the genealogies important to us today in the Church?

2) What is unique about the Noahic covenant compared to the covenant with Adam?  What is unique about the Noahic covenant contrasted to the covenant made with Christ?

3) Is there any part of the narrative of Noah’s life that points us directly to Christ’s identity and his coming in the future?  

4) Discuss the Noahic covenant in the large scheme of God’s redemptive history.  Discuss the covenant of Noah is part of God’s “narrowing process” in redemption.  

5) What is important about the whole world being populated by Shem, Ham, Japheth?  How is the whole world preserved in keeping with the promise made to Adam and Eve? 

6) Jesus describes his coming again in the Kingdom in Matthew 24 as being “as in the days of Noah”.  Discuss how the Church might be experiencing similar things presently in awaiting her bride?

7) If Noah is not the Christ historically, how can we speak of him being a “type” of Christ?  What are the interpretive dangers of finding “types” of Christs in the Old Testament?  What are the advantages?  Please discuss.  
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� Although there are pagan, mythical stories concerning floods and alternative creation accounts, we should see the difference in the Christian religion because of the genealogy that is connected to these accounts.  In Christian, redemptive-history, these stories are written as historical fact with real historical people.  It is important that we are not taken from the true meaning of these narratives, to unnecessary speculations and discussions, if we fail to miss the reason these narratives exist in Holy writ: to point us to God’s redemption in Christ.


� It is interesting to note that the line of Cain: “Sons of Man” is the true path that is taken by all outside the Covenant of Grace.  These “Sons of Man” are the true evidences of the Fall of Adam while the “Sons of God” are those within God’s preserving Covenant who are kept by God and his grace for redemption in Christ.  The “Sons of Man” are the “natural” line of man, while the “Sons of God” are the supernatural line of man preserved for his own good purpose and will.


� It should be noted that Noah and the flood are described in the Apostle Peter’s first epistle as being a type of baptism, the true circumcision of the heart by God.  In 1 Peter 3:18-22, the Scripture says: “For Christ died for sins once for all, the righteous for the unrighteous, to bring you to God. He was put to death in the body but made alive by the Spirit, through whom also he went and preached to the spirits in prison who disobeyed long ago when God waited patiently in the days of Noah while the ark was being built. In it only a few people, eight in all, were saved through water, and this water symbolizes baptism that now saves you also-- not the removal of dirt from the body but the pledge of a good conscience toward God. It saves you by the resurrection of Jesus Christ, who has gone into heaven and is at God's right hand-- with angels, authorities and powers in submission to him. (NIV)


� The Apostle Peter writes in his second epistle that the world will not be destroyed by water, for the Lord has promised that this would never again happen (see below), but the world will be destroyed finally by fire: symbolic of purification on the one hand and aggressive destruction on the other.





