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An Outline and Summary of Grenz-Olsen’s 20th Century Theology Outline

Foundations- The Enlightenment (aufklarung)
I. Enlightenment- Four Principles

A. Reason

B. Nature

C. Autonomy

D. Harmony

E. Progress
II. Enlightenment Philosophers

A. Francis Bacon

B. Rene Descartes

C. Isaac Newton

D. John Locke

E. Copernicus
III. Foundations of the Enlightenment

A. Thirty Years War- Confessional war

B. Rene Descartes

C. Science and Copernicus

D. Newton and Quantification
IV. Conclusion

The Age of Reason marked the emancipation of culture from the dominance of the Church and Christianity.  Through the teachings of John Locke and other Enlightenment teachers, God was radically identified with his creation through Deism.  This lead to a response in the 19th century.  The Age of Reason produced skepticism therefore those who followed tried to regain the transcendental territory that they thought had been lost. 

Immanence in 19th Century Theology- The Reconstruction of Transcendence
I. Immanuel Kant (1724-1804)- Moral.  The Immanence of God in moral religion which leads to a theology grounded in morality.
II. G. W. F. Hegel (1770-1831)- Intellectual.  The Immanence of God in speculative reason.  A joining of theology and philosophy.  Religion is ultimately thought.  
A. Spirit- Geist, the world process is the activity of Spirit.
B. Truth as Process- Truth is history.
C. Dialectical- Thesis-Antithesis= Synthesis.
D.  Hegel’s Influence- David F. Strauss applied Hegelian ideas to New Testament christological studies.  L. Feuerbach.  Karl Marx.  
III. Schliermacher- Intuitive.  Feeling was the foundation for theology; feeling was the center of religion.  He is called the “father of Liberalism.”  He wrote that the proper study of mankind is man.  Talk about God should be founded in man’s experience of God.
A. Romanticism- A stress on human feelings, imagination and intuition during the 19th century.  Schliermacher tried to join together Romanticism and the Pietism of his upbringing.  

B. Theology Based on Human Experience
C. Theological Transcendence and Immanence- Prior to Schliermacher, Orthodox theology taught that true theology was “from above.”  Deism in response said it was “from below,” and Schliermacher responded that it was “from within.”  Piety is the essence of religion.

D. Overemphasis upon Immanence- Barth responded to him in the 20th century.

IV. Ritschl and Classical Liberal Theology- Radically Immanent Theology
A. Albrecht Ritschl- Fatherhood of God, brotherhood of man.  Jesus Christ as the great example to man, not savior; sin is primarily selfishness; and a focus on the Kingdom of God.  His greatest student and the one who argued against him was Karl Barth.
B. Adolf von Harnack- What is Christianity? History of Dogma.
C. Walter Rauschenbusch- The Social Gospel to the poor in the cities.
D. Conclusion- H. Richard Neibuhr wrote about liberalism: “A God without wrath brought men without sin into a kingdom without judgment through the ministrations of a Christ without a cross.” 
V. The Revolt Against Immanence- Neo-Orthodoxy
A. Kirkegaard- God reveals the truth to men in a divine encounter.

B. Karl Barth (b. 1886)- Transcendence as God’s freedom.  He emphasized the wholly otherness of God, the gospel, eternity and salvation.  This has been termed “dialectical theology” and a “theology of crisis.”  He thought against a “from below” anthropocentric theology.  If Schliermacher tried to speak about God talking about mankind in a loud voice, Barth tried to talk about humanity by talking about God in a loud voice.
1. Christ

2. Scripture- The Bible is the Word of God when God actually speaks through the word to individuals—the Bible becomes the Word of God.

3. Church

C. Emil Brunner (1889-1966)- Transcendence in Divine-Human encounter.  

D. Rudolf Bultmann- Trancendence of the Kerygma.  Existentialist theology.  Jesus and the Gospels.  He was a NT scholar.  

E. Reinhold Niebuhr- Transcendence Revealed through Myth.  

VI. The Deepening of Immanence- Reformulations of the Liberal Tradition
A. Paul Tillich- The Immanence of the “God above God.”  He was the “apostle to the intellectuals.”  Theology should first be apologetical.  He wrote, “ God does not exist.  He is being itself beyond essence and existence.  Therefore to argue that God exists is to deny him”  He taught that the world and God participate in one another.  

B. Process Theology- Immanence within the Process.  This is ultimately the so-called reconciliation between theology and science.  God and the world are interdependent.  God works in the world through persuasion rather than coercion.  God is the “great sufferer” or “companion of humanity” who takes part in our sufferings and can sympathize with our hurts and pains.  

1. Pierre Teilhard de Chardin

2. Alfred North Whitehead

3. John Cobb

VII. Immanence Within the Secular- The Radical Movement
A. Dietrich Bonhoeffer- Transcendence in the Midst of Life.  He spoke of “worldly holiness” and the avoidance of “cheap grace.”  He advocated a “religionless Christianity.”  The Eternal Reality was the “ultimate” and the Present World for Bonhoeffer was “penultimate.” 

B. Secular Theology- The Submergence of God within the Modern World.  

1. Death of God Phenomenon
2. Role of the Church in the Secular City

3. Theology of Hope

VIII. The Transcendence of the Future- The Theology of Hope

A. America in the 1960’s​- During a time of unrest and radically atheism and skepticism in the world, the theology of hope looked for a point of contact in contemporary culture for the eschatology of hope that characterized the early church.  
B. Jurgen Moltmann- Hope for the future based on the cross and resurrection of Christ.  Influenced by Gerhard von Rad and Ernst Kasemann.  He pointed forward to contemporary culture in the hope of the great coming Kingdom of Christ.  In understanding God’s promises for the future we understand by the future the reality of the present.  He overemphasized God’s immanence in history by placing history within the being of God.  
C. Wolfhart Pannenberg- Transcendence in Reason and Hope.  He linked salvation with creation, thereby developing a creative understanding of the relation of the world to its transcendent/immanent source.
IX. The Renewal of Immanence in the Experience of Oppression- Liberation Theologies

A. Black Liberation Theology- An ethnocentric theology of “blackness.”
B. Latin American Liberation Theology- The experience of the poor and their need for liberation.  
C. Feminist Theology- The Immanence of God in the Experience of Women.
X. The Transcendence of the Human Spirit- The New Catholic Theology

A. Karl Rahner- The Transcendence of Human Subjectivity.

B. Hans Kung- Striking the Balance between Immanence and Transcendence.

XI. Transcendence within the Story- Narrative Theology

A. Human Experience in the Form of a Narrative

B. Biblical Studies

C. Narrative Systematic Theology- It looks for the transcendent God within the story of the community of faith.  
XII. Reaffirming the Balance- Evangelical Theology Coming of Age

A. Fundamentalists- The FundamentalsI (1912).  

B. Carl F. H. Henry- The “third way” between Liberalism and Fundamentalism: Evangelicalism.  He gave an evangelical alternative to Modernism.  Founded Christianity Today.  He wanted to have the fundamentals with intellectual respect and integrity.  His magnum opus was God, Revelation and Authority.  

C. Bernard Ramm- Evangelicalism in Dialog with Modern Thought.  He wrote the Christian View of Science and Scripture.  He wrote that “Fundamentalism attempts to shield itself from the Enlightenment but the evangelical believes that the Enlightenment cannot be undone.”  He represents the irenic side of evangelicalism.  

XIII. Conclusion- Past Contributions and Future Prospects in the Quest for a Theology of Transcendence and Immanence- the balance is Isaiah 57:17.

A. There should be a biblical balance between the doctrine of God’s transcendence and his personal revelation in his immanence.  

B. Medieval theologians sought to balance the divine transcendence and immanence: God dwelt in heaven above and was present in the world beneath.

C. The Enlightenment erased the gulf that separated the two realms.  They brought the creature into direct contact with the Creator through the mediation of reason alone.  The thinkers of the 19th century in response sought to transcend the rationalism of the Enlightenment.

D. “Barth’s Rebellion” began a search for new models, new ways of constructing theology for the era beyond the Enlightenment.  The greatest theological legacy of the 20th century has been the recovery of the importance of the transcendence theme.  Below is a review of what we have studied in this book.

REVIEW

Medieval Theology- Balance between transcendence and immanence.

Enlightenment- A tremendous anthropocentric focus on the reason of man and therefore a focus on immancence.

Neo-Orthodoxy- An attempted return to a focus on the transcendence of God and the immanence of God in the world.

Liberal Theology- An anthropocentric focus upon man’s understanding and “feelings” about God again stressing God’s immanence at the peril of his transcendence.

Theology of Hope- God is the God of the “here and now.”  Another stress on the radical immanence of God.

Evangelicals- An attempt to balance between immanence and transcendence.

Final Conclusion of book: “Despite our good intentions, by our innate human ability we cannot transform earth into heaven.  For many today, this awareness can lead to only one conclusion: There is no heaven, no transcendency, no beyond—whether above us or in front of us; we are imperfect selves imprisoned on an imperfect earth.”  “The God who addresses us from beyond—from the then-and-there—is the God who is with us in the present—in the here-and-now.  Our realization of this truth lies at the heart of the theological balancing of the divine immanence with the divine transcendence.

