Coversations with a Realist: Reflections on the Book of Ecclesiastes

Read: Ecclesiastes 1:1-18; 5:6-6:12

Prologue of the Book: 1:1-11; Body of the Book: 1:12-12:8; Epilogue: 12:9-14

Author: tl,h,qo [Qoheleth]; historically understood as King Solomon.  We will call him Qoheleth which means literally: “speaker of an assembly” or “preacher”.  This title or perhaps name comes from the root word in Hebrew lhq meaning “assembly” and where we get the word for “church”.  Translated in the Greek as Ekklhsiasth,j where we get the name of the book because of the LXX (Septuagint, the Greek trans. of the OT).  Interesting to compare with the speech of Stephen in Acts 7:38 where he uses the Hebrew word “assembly” or “congregation” to refer to the “church in the wilderness” when speaking of the Israelites.

· Futility, Meaninglessness, Vanity- lbh/ hebel (pronounced “hevel”).  This word can mean vapor, breath, vanity (check context of each verse: OT- “breath”-Job 7:16; “vanity”- Job 9:29; 21:34; 27:12; Ps. 39:6; 94:11; Is. 30:7; “vapor”- Prov. 21:6; “wind”- Is. 57:13. NT [mataiothj]: Rom. 8:20; Eph. 4:17; James 1:26; 2 Peter 2:18).  The idea of hebel is the temporal nature of life and what seems to be futility in a world that is fleeting as our lives. Ecclesiastes 3:1-8 summarizes the times and seasons of this life and this world which is passing away (its temporal nature). What does “chasing after the wind” feel like?



Passages in Ecclesiastes on hebel: 1:2; 2:11, 15, 17, 19, 26; 3:19; 4:4, 7, 16; 5:7, 10; 6:2, 9; 9:9; 12:8.
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· Labor/Work: 1:3, 14; 2:18; 3:9-10; 4:4-12; 6:7-9; 9:10; 10:8-11.

· Knowledge/Wisdom: 1:18; 2:12-23; 4:13-16; 6:7-9; 7:11-12, 16-26; 8:1-9, 16-17; 9:13-18; 10:12; 12:11. Contrasted to folly: 7:1-14; 10:1-7, 12-20.

· Possessions/Riches: 2:1-11; 4:7-8; 5:10-17; 6:1-6; 9:11; 10:19.

· Injustice/Oppression: 4:1-3; 5:8-9, 18-20.

· Death: 4:2-3; 7:1b, 7; 8:10; 9:12; 11:8.

· Righteous/Wicked or Unrighteous Men: 7:15-29; 8:10-15; 9:2-6

· God: 2:24-26; 3:9-22; 5:1-7; 6:10-12; 7:13-14, 27-29; 8:12-13, 16-17; 9:1, 7-9; 11:1-6, 9-10; 12:1-7, 13-14.

Conclusion: Read Epilogue 12:9-14.
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